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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS COLOMBIA IN JOINING NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
PY091705 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2335 GMT 8 Feb 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 8 Feb (NA)--According to diplomatic sources the Nicara- 
guan Foreign Ministry has announced that Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel 
d'Escoto will arrive in our country during the first week of April. Minister 
D'Escoto will head the Nicaraguan delegation to the conference of the "Group 
of 77'' which will start in this capital on 5 April. 


The sources also disclosed to NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS that during D'Escoto's stay 
in the country other issues of interest for the two countries will be dis- 
cussed with Foreign Ministry officials in addition to matters concerning the 
conference. The sources poinied out that the following points could be dis- 
cussed: The situation in Central America; the Nicaraguan-Honduran border 
conflict; the situation of the Nicaraguan loan requests to international 
organizations, and the evolution of the peaee proposal made at the foreign 
ministers' meeting on the Panamanian island of Contadora. 


The Argentine Foreign Ministry was also recently informed that Cuban Foreign 
Minister Isidoro Malmierca will not be able to head the Cuban delegation to 
the conference. This information was seemingly delivered to Luis Claraso 

de la Vega, Argentine Ambassador to Havana, during a personal meeting he 
held with Minister Malmierca. Malmierca reportedly stated that the trade 


minister would come in his place. 


CSO: 3348/199 

















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BEAGLE DISPUTE--Buenos Aires, 21 Jan (NA)--The military *"nta has reportedly 
decided that the next constitutional authorities will be charged with accept- 
ing or rejecting the papal proposal to resolve the Beagle Channel dispute. An 
army spokesman, who is quoted in today's issue of the newspaper AMBITO FINANCIERO, 
also expressly confirmed the existence of a new papal initiative to resolve 
Argentina's dispute with Chile. The military source said it "is true" there is 

a new papal initiative, adding that this is "normal for any negotiation." The 
spokesman remarked that the three commanders in chief feel that the next consti- 
tutional government "will have a free hand to attain a satisfactory solution 

for the two countries." The army spokesman made it clear that what foreign 
relations undersecretary Enrique Lupiz and alternate representative to the media- 
tion Etcheverry Boneo denied was the existence of "a new papal proposal." The 
military source stated that the two officials "denied there was a study of a new 
papal proposal and not a study of changes in the previous proposal."' The source 
added that "although there are various moves and initiatives, the truth is that 
the Beagle issue will not be resolved by the present government.'’ The spokesman 
denied the possibility that the dispute will be resolved by the present govern- 
ment, noting that "not even at the politicians request" will the junta resolve 
the dispute before handing the power over to the next government. [Text] 
[PY211526 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1320 GMT -:21 Jan 83] 


LA PAZ LEFTIST MEETING--In La Paz representatives of political organizations in 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Ecuador and Uruguay and a Bolivian Communist 
Party delegation have expressed their solidarity with the Bolivian Government 

and with the struggle to obtain an outlet to the sea. A declaration was approved 
at a meeting in which the representatives welcomed the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Bolivia and Cuba and Bolivia and Nicaragua and the official 
recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization. They also expressed 
solidarity with the struggle against imperialism and Zionism. Another resolution 
proclaimed the representatives’ solidarity with the Nicaraguan, Salvadoran and 
Guatemalan peoples and against U.S. interference. [Text] [PA040103 Havana 
International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 2 Feb 83] 


ARGENTINA BUYS URUGUAYAN CATTLE--The Argentine Meat Board has announced that an 
agreement has been closed in Montevideo by which Argentina will buy 100,000 head 
of cattle on the hoof from Uruguay. The cattle will be transported to Argentina 
by railway and truck. The agreement was reached during the southern cone meeting 
with the EEC regarding beef marketing policies. [Buenos Aires Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1600 GMT 28 Jan 83 PY] 

















NONALIGNED MOVEMENT SUPPORT FOR COLOMBIA--Buenos Aires, 10 Feb (TELAM)--San 
Martin Palace reported this afternoon that Argentina has given its firm sup- 
port for Colombia to join the Nonaligned Countries Movement [NUAL]. This 
subject will be considered during the seventh conference of the NOAL heads 
of state that will be held in India next month. Our country has submitted a 
note to Cuban Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca expressing Argentina's firm 
support for the Republic of Colombia to become a member of the NOAL. Cuba 
is currently holding the presidency of the NOAL until the New Delhi meeting. 
The Argentina document states that Colombia's foreign policy coincides with 
our goals to eliminate colonialism and neocolonialism and to consolidate the 
national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of our nations. 
The document concludes by stating that Colombia's foreign policy also pursues, 
like ourselves, the goal of fulfilling the economic and social aspirations of 
our peoples. For these reasons, the Argentine Govenrment firmly supports 
Colombia being admitted as a NOAL member. [PY111303 Buenos Aires TELAM in 
Spanish 0120 “MT 11 Feb 82] 


CsO: 3348/199 











COUNTRY SECTiON ANTIGUA 


BRIEFS 


LAW OF SEA CONVENTION--Kingston, Jamaica, 7 Feb (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda and 
Japan today in Kingston signed the Law of the Sea Convention, the United Nations 
Treaty which will regulate the use of the world's oceans. They brought to 

121 the number of countries who have signed the agreement. The formal signing 
of the agreement took place last December in the Jamaican city of Montego Bay, 
but the treaty is still open for signature at the United Nations headquarters 
in New York and at the Foreign Ministry here. Antigua and Barbuda's high 
commission-designate to Jamaica, Oscar Henry, signed the document on behalf 

of his government, while Fori Hahagana, and advisor in the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry, did so for his country. Foreign Ministry sources here said that 
Dominica is also expected to sign the agreement here within a few weeks. [Text] 
[FLO72226 Bridgetown CANA in English 1716 GMT 7 Feb 83] 


CSO: 3298/1202 














COUNTRY SECTION ARGENT INA 


NOTE ON FALKLANDS DEAD TO UNITED KINGDOM 
PY171806 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1425 GMT 17 Jan 83 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 17 Jan (TELAM)--The South American Department of the 
Foreign Relations and Worship Ministry has asked the Brazilian Embassy to 
transmit a message to the British authorities in which it is stated that the 
Argentine Government opportunely informed the International Red Cross its 
position regarding the eventual transfer of the bodies of those who died in 
the South Atlantic actions. 


The text of the communique states: The Foreign Relations and Worship Ministry-- 
South American Department--presents its cordial greetings to the embassy of 

the Federative Republic of Brazil and has the honor of requesting that it 
convey the following message to the British authorities. 


The Argentine Government has maintained constant contact with the International 
Red Cross Commission regarding the bodies of Argentine personnel who died on 
the Malvinas Islands' territory. On 21 September 1982 the aforementioned 
commission was informed that the Argentine authorities will opportunely decide 
on the transfer of those bodies and when that decision was made the technical 
details for the operation would be agreed on. 


Moreover, on 4 January 1983 the Argentine Government addressed the International 
Red Cross Commission requesting the necessary certificates to confirm or deny 
the press reports from Great Britain which referred to the poor state of the 
graves where the bodies of Argentine military personnel, who had died on the 
Malvinas Islands. had been buried, it was also pointed out that the reports 

of this nature caused alarm and stated that should they be confirmed the 
fulfillment of the Geneva Convention, especially the provisions of Article 1/7 of 
the first agreement, would be strongly demanded. 


[In a communique received through the Brazilian and Swiss Embassy, the British 
Government gow proposes to rebury the Argentine soldiers separately in a cemetery 
specially built on the islands and in compliance with the rites of the Roman 
Catholic Church. This proposal strictly corresponds to the British Government's 
duties in compliance with Article 17 of the first convention which states: 











“Moreover, the parties in conflict will make sure that the dead are buried 
decently, if possible in compliance with rites of the religion they profess, that 
their tombs will be respected, grouped according to the nationalities they belong 
to if possible and properly kept and marked so that may always be spotted." 


The Argentine Government believes that the British Govermment should comply with 
the aforementioned provisious and reserves for itself the right to reach a 
decision, when it may deem it appropriate, regarding the transfer of the remains 
of the Argentine soldiers from that part of its territory to thé continent. 


The Foreign Relations and Worship Ministry--South American Department--takes 


advantage of this opportunity to reiterate its appreciation to the embassy of 
the Federative Republic of Brazil. 


CSO: 3348/188 











ARGENTINA 


JOUNTRY SECTION 


UBALDINI TO HEAD NEW LABOR GROUP 
PY132020 Buenos Aires BUENOS AIRES HERALD in English 13 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text] The Argentine trade unions scene looked different yesterday after the 
creation on Friday of the General Confederation of Labour of the Argentine 
Republic (CGTRA), grouping the former CGT-Brasil, the "non-aligned" sector of 


the 62 organizations and independent unions. 


The new labour organization will be headed by Saul Ubaldini (from the CGT- 
‘rasil) while Fernando Donaires will be its second secretary. 


Donaires' appointment followed long and hard discussions among the union 
leaders. The struggle ended when Lorenzo Miguel, leader of the Peronist 


62 organizations, demanded Donaires be chosen to fill the post he held before 
leaving the CGT-Brasil a year ago. 


fogether with the announcement of its creation, the brand new CGTRA issued a 
long statement calling for "social mobilization" to protect the country and 


its people. 


The leadership of the new Labour organization also includes Ramon Valle 
(insurance agents), Amadeo Nolasco Genta (municipal workers), Lesio Romero 

(meat packers), Jose Rodriguez (auto mechanics union SMATA), Hector Borda 
(rubber), Luis Pecora (construction workers), Ricardo Perez (lorry drivers), 
Roberto Garcia (taxi drivers), Desar Loza (port workers), Alberto Cladera 
(loading and unloading workers) and Andres Mancuso (Luz y Fuerza power workers). 


The top leadership of the CGTRA is shared equaliy by the former CGT-Brasil and 
non-aligned workers, while participation in other posts of independent and 
recently normalized unions was widely encouraged. 


After Ubaldini announced the names of CGTRA leaders and read the statement, the 
national anthem and the Peronist march were sung. 


The CGTRA statement called, among other things, for the rebuilding of workers' 
wages, price controls for food and medicine, the return of social benefit 
organizations to the workers and an across-the-board wage increase. The state- 
ment also said that "any decision which may affect the country’s future in any 
way should be previously discussed with the CGT and the country's business 


> M4 ‘ [AMO 
organizations. 


CSO: 3300/12 





COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ANALYSIS OF 'CRESPO REPORT’ SUGGESTS MILITARY REFORMS 


Buenos Aires A FONDO in Spanish Dec 82-Jan 83 pp 11, 13 


(Text] As the "Crespo Report" hints, a blunt analysis of the Malvinas war 
points in the direction of: A Military Reform. 


The document criticizing the country's operations during the Malvinas 
war, a document drafted by Brigadier Crespo and published by the daily 
CLARIN, is the first analysis from the military that takes a truly 
"revisionist" approach to the conduct and structure of the Armed Forces. 
What we had received until then were military dispatches and reports on 
the war that either kept essential information condidential for high 
commands and away from the public or voiced self-justifications or 
endeavored to focus attention on aspects that turned out to be minor. 
The issue is not to criticize Galtieri's political decision to occupy 
the islands or General Menendez's tactical decisions in defending them 
or, rather, not defending them. These are more or less regrettable 
anecdotes alongside the central fact: that the harsh episode revealed 
that our military structure was not geared to the country's internal 
and external needs. It was not just that this or that major figure 
made "mistakes." The mistakes stemmed from a deeper, institutional 
disarray, which, if not remedied, will once again frustrate us in the 
not too distant future. 


This is the direction in which the officially denied but realistic "Crespo 
Report" is pointing. When it points out that "the war" was actually 
"three wars" (involving the Army, Navy and Air Force, without any real 
coordination among them) or when it points to serious shortcomings such 

as "combatants who had become accustomed to comforts incompatible with 

the spirit of war," it goes right to the heart of a crucial revelation. 
What it is basically saying is that the country has ceased to have a 
military structure that can fight effectively. 


What do we want the military for, however? The question is a decisive 

one. The fact is that after 50 years of being politicized, the Armed 
Forces, with major exceptions, have wound up becoming "the military 

party." The country does not have two major parties (the Peronist and 

the Radical) and a military structure that efficiently carries out the 
orders of the political authorities, as in any civilized country. The 
country has wound up having "three" parties, one military and two civilian, 


8 








without a combat structure in keeping with the huge expenditures and 
oS 5 


4 — 


preat responsibilities assigned to the military. 


| structure moves towards and from political power. When it is confronted 
with war, it reveals its inadequacy. When it is suggested that it 
bordinate itself to a civilian government, it cannot imagine this 

lence the military's misgivings during this pre-election period, which 
the regime has launched out of need, not out of desire to, out of weakness, 
mot conviction), harboring the secret hope that it can reinvigorate 
itselt and make a timely political comeback. 


Not ail is lost, however, because the same Malvinas war showed, with 
the courage and fine work of our pilots and with individual acts of 
valor on the islands, that within our military institutions there still 
exists a core of officers who have preserved a warrior spirit, who have 
not been contaminated by the lengthy exercise of political power. It 
is with them and, toa certain extent, for them (so that they can realize 
themselves as human beings in a calling that is impossible today: the 
military, not "militarist" calling) that we must undertake a military 
retorm the day after a constitutional regime is installed in Argentina. 
Without such a reform, the possibilities of the new government will 

be minimal, if not nonexistent. 


Over time we have been moving towards a militarist, not military structure, 
that 1s to say, a structure that oversteps its proper bounds into political 
action or domestic repression and neglects effective external action, 

as shown by the Malvinas war, which despite being poorly conceived geo- 
politically, could have been won in the field with somewhat more 
professionalism. Just as statism annuls the State, the true State (a 

great Scate is a "model" [foto] State), militarism annuls a true military. 
Today we have a great many garrisons "within" our borders. Why? From 

whom are our troops in Cordoba or Rosario protecting us? An efficient, 
considerate police force would suffice to safeguard domestic order; 

this is not a task for the military. In contrast, we do not have spearhead 
forces, vanguard forces that can break through lines and inspire fear 
beyond our borders. Only the memory of a few planes and Exocet missiles 
upsets the British. How could they fear an invasion after what happened 


on the isitands? 


This militarism has meant, on the one hand, a politicized Armed Forces 

and, on the other, a military "inflated" by universal conscription, 

with more than 100,000 poorly trained recruits serving a political presence 
throughout the length and breadth of the country. This has to change. 
Henceforth, a "military" structure must mean four air bases near our 
borders, with professional, elite, specialized troops that are prepared 

to tight under any conditions, in absolute obedience to the constitutional 
authorities, and, if we wish, a few additional recruits to defend buildings 


elsewhere. 

















This is the military structure of the future, and a military reform 

is needed to achieve it. Such a reform will no doubt be difficult because 
it entails sweeping changes in structure and mentality. If, however, 

the future constitutional government decides to undertake it (to which 

end it would have to begin looking into it in detail right now), its 
finest allies will be those officers from every graduating class who 

want to be real professionals and never again feel the frustration caused 
by the Malvinas war or the clash of values involved in having to act 

as an "internal" security force in a "dirty war," replacing a nonexistent 


special police force. 


This will, without doubt, be the real "understanding" [concertacion], 

not the one that the final few representatives of the old military structure 
want to impose on the politicians, based on their politicized concept 

of their function in society. The real understanding will be with the 

"new" military commanders, under the unwavering watchword of "subordination 
and valor, to serve the homeland." Subordination not only to one's 
immediate superior, but also, and above all, to the constitutional powers, 
to the public authorities, to the civilian authorities who decide on 

peace and war. Valor to prepare for war and combat: the noblest occupation 
to which a human being can aspire when he is duly summoned to it, within 


the law and for a just cause. 


8743 
CSO: 3348/ 187 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE CAFIERO OUTLINES POLITICAL PROPOSAL 


Buenos Aires A FONDO in Spanish Dec 82-Jan 83 pp 56-58 


[Interview with Peronist presidential candidate Antonio Cafiero; date 
and place not given] 


{Text] "Carrying out the Unfinished Project" (the 
one that was thwarted with Peron's death) 


Antonio Cafiero, one of Peronism's presidential hopefuls, 
analyzes in detail Peronism, society, the country 
and offers a proposal to end the nation's disarray. 


[Question] Let's hypothesize a bit. Imagine, in spite of everything 
being said, that you are elected president. Think about the country 

you are going to inherit and about the government you will have to form? 
Will you govern with Peronism alone? 


Antonio Cafiero: The entire Argentine people, not just Peronism, is 
going to inherit the country. We maintain that even though we have 

a perfectly clear political identity, we will hardly be able to govern 
successfully if we do not secure the cooperation and toleration of the 
other civilian, church and economic segments of Argentine society. 

As the bishops say, we have to do away with enmity among Argentines 
and redevelop a genuine spirit of friendship among us all, especially 
among civilians. It is we civilians who have to tell each other what 
commitments we are historically prepared to make, not only to carry 
out the institutionalization process but also to safeguard the future 


order of our institutions. 


[Question] At what stage of development is the Assembly of Civilians? 


Antonio Cafiero: The heads of the Multiparty Group have given the permanent 
secretariat instructions to initiate contacts not only with other political 
forces but also with all of our country's social, economic, religious, 
cultural and educational sectors. We are trying to put together something 
that will represent the organized community, all of the intermediate 
associations that in one field or another make up what we call Argentine 


society. 


ll 











[Question] Four and a half million Argentines are going to be voting 

for the second time. Five million are going to vote for the first time. 
They are listening to all this and asking: Do you have solutions at hand? 
What are they? What are you going to do about education, about a $40 
billion foreign debt, about the missing, about the Malvinas, about the 


Beagle? Do you have answers? 


Antonio Cafiero: We have answers to each of these problems. Peronism 
arose as an alternative to and replacement for the old liberal program, 
which, in our judgment, wore out in the 1930's and was only able to 
survive among Argentines through fraud or military coups. We represent 
another Argentina, a still unfinished Argentina, the industrial, urban, 
participatory Argentina with a modern social structure. In a word, 
this is the antithesis of the program of the minorities. What program 
other than ours can attract young people? From this stems our somewhat 
messianic confidence in our movement's political destiny. And this 

is unrelated to the men who might represent us. This is our historic 


strength. 


We are the only valid alternative to rule by the few, who in our recent 
history have come to power by the gun, through fraud or through mis- 


representation. 


[Question] The Radicals do not agree with you. They feel that they 
too are an alternative.... 


Antonio Cafiero: Well, this is something that we can debate with them. 
We do not believe, as people are saying, that a third historical movement 
in the republic is on the way. We believe that the second historical 
movement is in full development, our movement, the one that remained 
unfinished with Peron's death, the one that today, nevertheless, has 
nothing more and nothing less than the support of Argentina's masses. 


(Question ] Where are we going to place ourselves in the world? Because 
closer ties have obvious developed with Latin America as a result of 

the Malvinas; the United States seems to be changing its stand with 

its recent vote in the UN, and Europe seems very cold. What view of 

the world will Argentina have 13 years from now? 


Antonio Cafiero: Our approach is very consistent in this regard. Peronism 
traditionally contended that its natural place in the world is Latin 
America. Back in the 1950's we put forth the idea of Latin American 
integration. The integration pacts with Chile, Paraguay, Bolivia and 
Ecuador were models of their kind. All of this became diluted, of course, 
as Peronism was dislodged from power. Peron left this message: "Latin 
America now or never. The 21st century will find us united or dominated." 


This is one of our issues. 


[Question] If you have good relations with the unions, do you think 
that some labor leaders and military officers might get together and 
plan a nondemocratic future for our country? 
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Antonio Cafiero: A country run by the military and organized labor? 
No, because the untons have a mature philosophy. ‘The unions preface all 
{ their economic and social demands by saying that we have to return 

a constitutional democracy. This demand was recently made a part 

of organized labor's struggles. Labor leaders are demonstrating for 

2 return to democracy and to institutions, along with socioeconomic 
demands. This ts because like all mature people in our country, labor 
leaders realize that the country's reconstruction first of all requires 
the establishment of a new political power in the republic, because 
when all 1s said and done, the essence of our problem is still moral 
and political rather than economic and social. 


+ 
LO 


[Question] The charge against Peronism is that when it comes to power, 
there is always something to distribute, and when you were a minister 

[ read some criticisms in this regard. Now, im contrast, you are not 
golng to have anything to distribute. What are you going to do? 


Antonio Cafiero: Each juncture in an economy's development calls for 
different pattern of distribution. I have discussed this a great 

deal with rightwingers and Marxists, who have denied that Peronist 

distributtonism could work, arguing that without an in-depth reform 

of ownership structures it was impossible to improve the lot of the 

workers. We showed them during our brief and conflict-ridden administration 

that the workers could have real wages double what they are now, that 

full employment was possible instead of two million people without jobs 

and that wages could account for 50 or 52 percent of national income 

without having to make radical changes in our traditional system. This 

proves that political styles are directly related to social justice. 

there LS a positive correlation between democracy and distribution, 

because if you analyze what the secret to prosperity is in a number 

of Western nations, you will see that they have been able to harmoniously 

combine three things: political democracy, economic growth and distributional 


equity. 


[Question] We have spoken a great deal about the past and the future. 

| would now like to talk about the present, even if just for a few seconds. 
Now that parties and movements are reorganizing, the feeling that one 

has on the outside 1s that the Radicals are already quite well defined, 
with their presidential hopefuls, their policies, etc. Peronism as 

a movement gives the impression of being more in flux, of not exactly 
knowing where it will emerge. For example, no one knows whether Isabel 
is going to be involved or not (it would seem that she is not). As 

far as candidates are concerned, there 1s talk of you, Luder and Robledo. 
But the structure of the reorganization is not yet too well defined.How 
is Peronism's organization coming along? 


Antonio Cafiero: You must know that we are a family. We Peronists 
have this emotional feeling, and in addition to having doctrines and 
ideas, which we are willing to debate in any forum in the republic, 

we are linked by certain common beliefs, a certain communication that, 
above and beyond our differences (because we also know how to quarrel), 
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I think is unique in Argentine politics. And if we make it into the 
government and take power, you can rest assured that Peronism can and 
must become the hub of a policy of reconciliation. 


[Question] Doctor Cafiero, people are sure that the Peronists are going 
to take over the government. Are you sure too that you are going to 
take power? What are you going to do to get in? 


Antonio Cafiero: If I were to tell you that our ambition is to take 

over the government and take power, you could accuse me of being a 
totalitarian. I am not talking about power. I am talking about powers. 

Our party is pluralist and democratic, and our function will be to arbitrate 
among powers. We will assume some powers, in Congress, for example, 

but it is not our intention to monopolize power. Power, by definition, 

must be pluralist. A government must be united. 


[Question] Doctor Cafiero, you are an economist, a businessman. I 
would like to ask you this, because it has always caught my attention. 
Why is it that labor leaders see Cafiero as "their man," because this 


does not seem to make sense? 


Antonio Cafiero: Economics is a sideline with me. Politics is my real 
vocation. I have been engaged in politics since the age of 14. At 

18 I founded university centers in my department and at 22 I was elected 
student delegate by my classmates. I have always been engaged in politics. 
Economics is my profession, and I try to be a good politician anda bad 
economist or vice-versa, in accordance with the times. Ac times I have 

had to take refuge in economics when politics has been outlawed. Moreover, 
I have never worked as a businessman, and the facts bear this out. 

I dare anyone to tell me what business dealings I have ever been involved 


in... 


[Question] My next question is this: To put it bluntly, why has the 
Peronist movement's union division never placed any emphasis on class? 


Antonio Cafiero: It simply doesn't. This is one of our union movement's 
major virtues. Ours is a participatory, not contradictory movement that does 
not Limit its ideology to the class struggle; instead, it focuses on the 
broad mandate that Peronism has to seek class unity for the sake of 
national unity. And this is why we are taking a careful look at the 
government programs that we are going to implement if we are called 

to serve in government. I have announced that we are drawing up a 5- 

year plan, and at this very moment dozens of young people and older 

men, almost all of them professionals, some from business and others 

from labor, are putting together the groundwork of this program, which 

is going to be political and institutional as well as socioeconomic. 

One of the hallmarks of the program is going to be a war on poverty 

in Argentina. Our aim is to eliminate social disenfranchisement in the 
republic over a 5-year period. This is going to be one of the keynotes of 


our future government program. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


GRONDONA VIEWS OBSTACLES TO DEMOCRATIC RULE 
Buenos Aires A FONDO in Spanish Dec 82-Jan 83 pp 6-7 
[Article by Mariano Grondona: "On the March"] 


[Text] The photographs of the "citizen march" of 16 December showed the 
two sides of the coin. One picture revealed the smiling faces of the 
heads of the Multiparty Group: Bittel, Contin, Frondizi...The other, 

the violent clashes in Mayo Square. The country also has two sides 

to it. On the one hand, the 16 December march underscored an obvious 
trend: the replacement of the military by politicians in the forefront 

of tne national scene. On the other, it revealed the emerging contra- 
dictions of the "civilian" stage. The military government is dying, 
making its exit. The politicians are arriving on the scene. The crisis, 
however, persists. Are the politicians in a position to raise the hopes 
of a country in a state of both economic and, what is more, psychological 
depression? It was relatively easy to unite "against" the military 
regime, especially to the extent that the military regime insisted on 
acting with supposed authority, which it had ceased to possess after 

the Malvinas war. Everyone was against "them"; this was relatively 

easy. But as the military regime vanishes as a true government, as 

we no longer expect anything good or bad from it, but instead, strictly 
speaking, "nothing" (the passage of a few months time), the public's 
expectations turn to the positive things that political leaders have 

to offer. This was precisely the reason for the "civilian march." 

It was hoped that they could at least control their own followers. 

But they could not. A few slogans chanted en masse have nothing to 

do with invocations of democracy or the constitution. For example, 

does it inspire a devotion to pluralism and a constitution when people 
chant "the firing squad as retaliation for the soldiers who robbed the 
nation"? This smacks of civilian violence, which is just as reprehensible 
as military violence when both overstep legal bounds. Democracy and 

a constitution have nothing to do either with the direct action that 

some took in Mayo Square, hurling rocks and heavy objects, toppling 
barricades and trying to force their way into the Government Palace, 

as well as wounding policemen. Furthermore, what can we say about the 
Ford Falcon (which could have only been a police or parapolice vehicle) 
from which a man emerged and cold-bloodedly murdered one of the demonstrators, 
a fellow named Florez? This was deliberate. Anyone who saw the film 

of this will remember "Ellos no usaban smoking," when inside another 
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Ford Falcon someone whispered into a hit man's ear: "Shoot the black 
guy."' This involves prior deliberation. As in "Ragtime," when orders 
are given to kill another black. Such episodes are measured, thought 
out, decided on. By whom? For what reason? To highlight the disorder, 
to widen the gaps between people, to create the climate of a civil war 
in which only an autocrat can prosper. 


Are they on the march? Are the politicians and, with them, the constitution 
on the march? Both internal and external obstacles are in their way, 
and 1983 will tell us to what extent they can be surmounted. 


Let's look at the internal obstacles first. We are witnessing a risk- 

filled struggle for dominance between the two main forces. One faction 

of Peronism wants to turn it into a "party" with internal workings similar 

to those of Center-Left parties in the developed countries. Without 
charisma, myths, orders or bombs. Is this possible? Another faction 

still has links to traditional Peronism, to the "movement," whose iniital 
Spirit was corporative and authoritarian, not democratic and constitutional, 
to autocratic discipline, to the supremacy of emotions, to hostility 

to non-Peronists, to the pretension of representing "all" the people, 

to messianism. This brandof Peronism is hardly compatible with constitutional 
democracy. The struggle within Peronism, therefore, goes beyond a mere 
confrontation between "individuals," between a Robledo and a Lorenzo 

Miguel, for example. It pits two different styles, two different conceptions 
against each other. One of them is compatible with democratic pluralism. 

The other is not. The other is linked to autocracy and brings back 

memories of fascism and Lopez Rega; its leftist face is conducive to 

a Montonero movement. Which one of them will triumph? With which one 

of them will we wind up identifying '"Peronism"? 


We cannot underestimate the difficulties that Radicalism is having, 

though they are less dramatic. To *he struggle within the Balbin faction, 
whose key figures have not reconciled control of Pugliese's "machine" 

with De la Rua's attraction at the ballot box, we could add the competition 
within the Alfonsin faction, concerning which we would pose the following 
question: Now that it has launched itself as a "national movement ," 

would the Alfonsin faction yield to party discipline if it meets with 
internal defeat or would it again choose to split ranks, like another 


Frondizi faction 25 years later? 


And then there are obviously obstacles outside the parties in the Multi- 
party Group. Take, for example, the Center (which is actually the Right), 
which cannot unite to compete because deep down it has not totally "accepted" 
the constitutional path and is keeping another iron in the fire: the 

iron of a miiltary alliance. Top "centrist" figures see their future 

in the form of ministries or embassies under potential military regimes 
rather than on the minority side of the aisle in the democratic opposition. 
As long as this is their attitude, there will be room to sneak in and 


cut constitutional processes short. 
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are "external" obstacles as well in the military itself. We are 
-ertain that deep down the Armed Forces want to regain the professionalism 
chat they began losing in 1930, when they became a sort of party with 

a pistol on its hip, their weakening dramatically highlighted by their 
failure in the Malvinas. But deep down the Armed Forces must also be 
alarmed at che prevailing antimilitary sentiment, at the unnecessary 
harassment of the institution. And some of them still dream of political 
power rather than training for foreign wars. The politicizing has been 
zoing on too long to avoid it. Who was behind the fatal shooting in 
Mayo Square? Coup plotters. Why? Because such men cannot even conceive 
of the government, the presidency and control of the military returning 


re 


to civilian hands. 


And finally there are the "impersonal" external obstacles, the enormous 
economic problem that the politicians, despite their rhetoric, are 
basically underestimating. It is true that a return to the constitution 
would bring better political conditions for an economic solution. But 

it is also true that we have very little maneuvering room. Our huge 
foreign debt and high inflation (with the risk of hyperinflation), on 

the one hand, and unemployment, low wages and industrial recession, 

on the other, make our path a tightrope. But by emphasizing the military 
government's economic blunders, aren't the politicians creating excessive 
expectations among the populace? Shouldn't they be cautioning right 

now that Argentina's pressing problems will not be resolved in a few 
months or even a few years? 


Are they are on march? Let's change the wording. "We will have to 

be'’ on the march. The fate of the constitutional republic is "our" 
business, the business of both politicians and ordinary citizens, a 
challenge bristling with difficulties. Let us not be spectators to 

it. Our only destination is a civilized Argentina under a constitution. 
Let us not ask ourselves then whether they are on the march. The question 
would be disquieting. Let us ask what we can do to get them on the 


march. The question is a demanding one. So much the better. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


AIR FORCE INVESTIGATIONS--Buenos Aires, 1 Feb (NA)---An air force source stated 
today that the air force will promote the investigation of any irregular situa- 
tion which may tarnish the prestige of the armed institutions. He mentioned 
among these situations the denunciation made recently by "the self-exiled" 
former Judge Pedro Narvaiz against former Interior Minister Albano Harguindeguy 
who reportedly received a $45-million commission for negotiating a loan for 
Uruguay. He also cited news media rumors on the negotiations and purchase 

of lots in the province of Buenos Aires by Gen (Ret) Mario Benjamin Menendez 
and Brig (Ret) Osvaldo Cacciatore. The source recalled "the position of the 
commander in chief of the air force in the sense that he will promote the 
investigations of all events which deserve to be questioned," and cited 

13 cases which "specifically worry Lt Gen Augusto Hughes." They are: The 
Logia P2 and its branches; the debt of YPF [Government Oil Deposits]; Yacyreta, 
the foreign debt; the adulteration of fuel, the alleged irregularities of Central 
Bank in relation to financial organizations; the negligence of the Central Bank 
with regards to actions of those organizations; the investigation of the Oddone 
Bank; the Bank of Regional Trade; the presumed defraud in SMATA [Union of 
Mechanics and Related Automotive Transport Workers]; the denunciations of the 
Greco group against the state; the Agricultural Bank [Banco Ganadero] and the 
alleged supply of fuel to the British fleet by Shell and YPF. [Text] [PY020120 
Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1305 GMT 1 Feb 83] 


CSO: 3348/188 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


ROOTS OF RECENT POLITICAL CRISIS, IMPACT DISCUSSED 


MIR Ministers Resign 


Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 12 Jan 83 pp 4-5 


/Article by Samuel Mondoza: "The Crisis"/ 


/Text/ What happened? Nobody knows for sure. Perhaps not even those who 
played a leading role in the crisis--a crisis which nobody expected, nobody 
had even visualized. What is certain is that the civilian, democratic and 
constitutional government has just met its first crisis and it is not an 
ordinary crisis. This is, unfortunately, a serious crisis, a crisis which 
weakens the government and therefore hurts the entire nation at a time when 
every Bolivian, and more particularly the government, must spend all their 
time seeking and finding solutions to the economic and social problems and 
must set politics aside at least for a while. 


The citizens learned with great concern the news that the government headed 

by Dr Hernan Siles Zuazo was facing its first crisis with the collective 
resignation of all the ministers who belong to the Movement of the Revolutionary 
Left (MIR) and who are precisely those who had won the trust of the vast 
majority of the citizens because of their youth, their energy, their spirit 

of hard work and because they had never engaged in the many wrongdoings that 


caused so much damage in the past. 


The citizens are asking: how is it possible that a political front which 
seemed to be monolithic, which claimed to have won three successive general 

and presidential elections, which relentlessly fought against the military 
dictatorships and which when faced with the failure of the most recent military 
regimes--and more specifically with the unethical conduct of the Garcia Meza 
government--finally succeeded in coming to power following mass demonstrations 
of support with the participation of many people who were not and are not in 
sympathy with that political movement; how can that front be breaking up now 
barely 3 months after its victory, after attaining its ultimate goal of 


finally coming to power? 


The MIR maintinas that the_resignation does not mean its withdrawal from the 
Popular Democratic Union /UDP/ or from the government. It claims that the 


move is a reaction against "a certain type of leadership which is not 
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unitarian" while stating that its efforts are aimed at protecting "the unitarian 
and UDP nature of the popular mandate it was given." These words are rather 
ambiguous, undoubtedly, but they indicate a deep split in what seemed to be a 
monolithic governmental political coalition. In their letter of resignation, 
the MIR ministers maintain that "the deep concern of the MIR which feels that 
the great democratic victory won by the people on 10 October last year is 
being gradually eroded due to the continued and increasingly protracted 
absence of a unitarian, coherent and frontal center of political leadership" 
is a concern of that political group having regard to the government. The 
MIR members cail for a "readjustment of the front's unity as the central 
element of government and leadership." In the view of the MIR, some sectors 
of the MNRI /National Revolutionary Movement of the Left/ in seueral, and the 
minister of interior in particular, are the ones who are preventing the 
"unitarian" action of the UDP in its governmental action because, they say, 
"they have created a deep national concern and a climate of tension and 
confrontation inside the government with the result that, so far, it has been 
impossible to establish a political dialogue capable of restoring the same 
degree of unity required to tackle the urgent task of making adjustments in 
the course and leadership of the government." 


It seems that the differences of opinion between the various political movements 
constituting the UDP government are deep. And this is precisely what worries 
most the citizens who are waiting for a solution to the national problems and 
to the crisis affecting the country and its people. The citizens were 
disappointed time and time again when successive military governments came 

and went through coups and countercoups motivated by the greed for power. 

The advent of a civilian, democratic and constitutional government raised 
hopes that this vicious circle had ended for good. Unfortunately, this first 
crisis, this first crack in the coalition government appearing barely 3 

months after the UDP assumed power--a power for which it fought so hard--leads 
one to think, to fear that, once again, the civilians are not adequately 
trained to govern the country. What is to happen in the future if only a few 
weeks after coming to power we already have serious disagreements resulting 

in the "gradual erosion" mentioned by the MIR? 


The UDP itself, and more particularly Dr Hernan Siles Zuazo and his ministers, 
have taken on a very big responsibility--the responsibility of getting the 
country out of the crisis and leading it toward national development and 
people's wellbeing. Can these objectives be met while tie governmental team 
is beset by disagreements? Of course not. Therefore, this first crisis 
intensifies the people's anguish and disappointment at a time when everybody 
is waiting for the 100 days which the president promised it would take to 
solve the economic problems. Now their hopes are dwindling and their fears 


increasing. 


[It is to be hoped that the government will realize that now is not the time 
for stirring the political cauldron or for politicking. What must be done 
now is to set aside all disagreements, grudges, hatreds and ambitions and 
devote every moment and effort to seek ways of solving the problems which are 
weighing so heavily on the people. Disagreements will only make things worse 
and the people will be the only ones to suffer the consequences. 
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Strong Leadership, Unity Needed 


Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 12 Jan 83 p 4 


/Article by Justo Del Rio: "The Evil of Power''/ 
The Bolivian people were very distressed to hear the news of internal 
dissensions within the Popular and Democratic Union (UDP) before marking its 
first 90 days in power. This development is the last thing that we expected 
in this country so wrecked and shattered by many social, political and economic 


ills. 


/ w swt j 
f/savcatl/ 


What is happening is that the government coalition, characterized by a 
circumstantial alliance of political parties which lack experience in 
handling power--except in the case of the MNRI leader, Dr Siles Zuazo--is 
demonstrating one of two different things: either that it is going through 

a phase of adjustment and consolidation or that it is simply losing stability 
due to the natural split of its constituent elements. If it is going through 
an adjustment process similar to what happens when cracks appear in a new 
building as the foundations settle on firm ground, then one will have to 
accept this developme*t as a necessary evil to throw light on the composition 
of the UDP. But if the differences arise because the constituent elements 
have nothing in common and are mutually opposed, then one can expect matters 
to get worse in the near future. 


Many politicians do not believe in circumstantial alliances mainly made for 
electoral purposes alone. History offers many examples of this. All coali- 
tions formed on the basis of compromises to share power are unstable. Even 

in the older democracies of Europe, such as Italy, France, Greece, Portugal 

and so on, the policy of party alliances has not been and will never be 
successful. Frequent cabinet changes, recurring resignations of prime 
ministers heading these governments, economic and social instability are the 
common denominator of all these countries while, on the other hand, governments 
formed by a single party--in a system where parties normally take turns in 
power--are more easily consolidated and win the people's trust for one or 


several terms. 


The United States, England, Mexico and even the USSR are the most salient 
examples of this system, although in the case of Russia there is no possibility 


of another party taking its turn in power. 


The UDP is, obviously, a political partnership created for electoral purposes. 
It came to power by a fluke of history. Even though the alliance has a 

leader who is also the leader of one of its constituent parties and the head 
of the established government, this coalition was in fact created on condition 
rhat the MNRLI would have political control over the government, the MIK would 
assume economic control and the Communist Party would have social and labor 
control. The three parties have apportioned power along the lines of spheres 
of work but none of them is operating the context of the UDP program since 
each party acts separately in the ministries which it controls and follows 


its own strategies. 








No real UDP plan is being implemented which is why the government seems to 

be driving a coach drawn by three horses which are pulling in different 
directions. Under these circumstances a reconciliation of interests will be 
difficult to achieve unless the president is as skilled as a circus animal 
handler and manages to get his political subordinates to go in the direction 
he wants to set for the ship of state. A well aimed and timely rebuke could 
do some good, but for that one must show authority, strength and determination 


to save democracy above all. 


The divisionist attitudes at a time when the entire nation has set its hopes 
and trust in the UDP government are a sign of contempt for the thousands of 
workers, peasants and middle class people who played the main role in the 
impressive return to civilian rule without wars and killings. That is why 
the parties of the coalition government must stop growling and smile, if 
nothing else as a show of good manners toward the people. Unfortunately, 
the evil of power is already at work. 


8796 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


MITTERRAND THANKS SILES FOR BARBIE EXPULSION 
PY101757 Paris AFP in Spanish 2155 GMT 9 Feb 83 


[Text] La Paz, 9 Feb (AFP)--Today French President Francois Mitterrand pro- 
posed a meeting with his Bolivian counterpart Hernan Siles Zuazo in the near 
future and at the same time congratulated him for the recent expulsion of 
Nazi criminal Klaus Barbie (Altmann) from Bolivia. Bolivian Foreign Minister 
Mario Velarde Dorado released the text of the message which President Mitter- 
rand sent to Siles Zuazo and which reads as follows: 


Mr President: I have the pleasure of telling your excellency how much I appre- 
ciate the integrity and courage which the Bolivian authorities have shown in 
the expulsion of Klaus Barbie. I am sure that the French people join me in 
paying to the Bolivian democracy the homage it deserves and hope to meet you 


shortly to thank you personally. 


Please acknowledge my expressions of esteem and highest consideration. Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 


In answering criticisms by the conservative sector regarding the disdain for 
the judicial branch shown in Barbie's expuslion, Velarde Dorado stated that 
nobody in Bolivia may trespass the law and that Mr Barbie had done so by forg- 
ing his documents in order to acquire Bolivian citizenship. 


In denying that European countries had allegedly exerted pressure on Bolivia 
for the expulsion of the Nazi criminal, Velarde Dorado stated that we have 
not sold Mr Barbie. He adeed that from the strictly legal point of view 

Mr Klaus Altmann, the name which Barbie used to enter Bolivia, does not exist 


and if he does he is still in Bolivia. 


An Interior Ministry official commented that we have expelled Barbie and 
not Altmann. 


CSO: 3348/200 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


ASSETS IMPOUNDED--On a request from the state, the first instance criminal 

court ordered a few hours ago the impoundment of all airplanes, personal 
property and real estate belonging to Luis Arce Gomez and Gen Luis Garcia 

Meza. As will be recalled on 11 January this year the judge of the case brought 
by (Roger Cortez) against Arce Gomez and Garcia Meza for the murder of Marcelo 
Quiroga Santa Cruz, head of Socialist Party One, during the coup on 17 July 
1980, ordered on the basis of an official request that the Civil Aeronautics 
Board impound the assets of those accused. The judge also ordered the freez- 
ing of funds in national and foreign currencies which the two accused might 

have in Bolivian banks. [Text] [PY111254 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in 


Spanish 1130 GMT 11 Feb 83] 


FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT SUPPORTED--The interpellation of the peasant affairs 
minister in the Chamber of Deputies was suspended because of the lack of a 
quorum. FRI [Revolutionary Front of the Left] legislator Guillermo Richter 
said that the interpellation was suspended in view of the antidemocratic atti- 
tude of government party deputies. Moreover, he expressed support for the 
statement issued by Foreign Minister Velarde Dorado which condemns the pre- 
sence of foreign forces in Afghanistan. [Begin Richter recording] Regarding 
the statement issued by Foreign Minister Velardo which notes that the 
Bolivian constitutional government repudiates the presence of foreign troops 
in Afghanistan, the FRI fully supports this statement and congratulates the 
foreign minister for making it, since the FRI believes that this statement is 
in keeping with Bolivia's nonaligned position regarding the centers of inter- 
national power. We believe it is an offense to practice a neocolonialist 
policy against a nation that has the right to determine its own destiny within 
the framework of the right to self-determination. [end recording] [Excerpts] 
[PY110141 La Paz Cadena Panamerican in Spanish 0000 GMT 11 Feb 83] 


PARAMILITARY MEMBER ARRESTED--Interior Ministry officials have detained (Jaime 
Ruiz Aguilar), who was involved in paramilitary and repressive actions during 
the Garc ia Meza regime. (Ruiz Aguilar) was handed over to the courts in 
keeping with Article 121 of the penal code. [Excerpt] [PY082050 La Paz 
Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1700 GMT 8 Feb 83] 


CSO: 3348/200 


24 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON EFFECTS OF REAGANOMICS ON WORLD 


PY030223 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 1 Feb 83 p 10 


[Editorial: Pressures on Reagan"] 


[Text] Either because of insufficient communication channels or because of 
historical errors in North-South relations, the area of U.S. geopolitical in- 
fluence is also the one that is most distant from its listening and decision- 


making mechanisms. 


Nevertheless, that does not mean that the large U.S. corporations operating in 
Brazil do not pay proper attention to what is taking place in this part of 

the world or to the impact of the actions of their political and economic 
headquarters. Therefore, it will be important for U.S. business executives 

in Brazil to note the action of a group of 500 businessmen who have established 
a new organization for the purpose of inducing changes in President Reagan's 
economic program. In a newspaper advertisement signed by top officials of 

U.S. corporations, President Reagan's economic policy, which is faulted by a 
deficit that may total $300 billion (more than Brazil's GDP), was branded 

as insane. It is noteworthy that this was not said by politicians belonging 

to the Democratic Party or to leftist groups interested in creating more room 
to maneuver in the poker game or arm wrestling over nuclear arms with the 
Soviets. The 500 businessmen who signed the protest note over the accumulated 
deficit are headed by illustrious Republicans such as former Treasury secretar- 
ies William Simon and John Connally (the latter was a contender for the Repub- 
lican Party presidential nomination), organizations embracing chambers of 
commerce, and large financial companies such as the Lehman Brothers, have 
expressed their alarm over a situation which cannot but contribute to the 
deterioration of the international financial crisis, thus making the world we 
live in more unstable and more vulnerable to political adventurers of any 


persuasion. 


Organizations gathering American businessmen in this country ought to listen 

to the opinion of their members and then convey to Washington the apprehensions 
and displeasure of the public in the country where their members reside and 
prosper. After ali, in the pluralist work where we live there is no longer room 
for unilateral decisions which dramatically affect the well-being of countries 
and enterprises, destabilize governments and generate all kinds of resistance. 
New U.S. deficits translate into more interest rates which we will have to pay 











by squeezing even more a foreign exchange budget which has already run out of 
juice. When five former U.S. secretaries of the Treasury voice identical 
opinions, something must be really wrong. Washington ought to listen to the 
voices of good sense and reason, unless once again it wants to preach the moral 
of the old fable: "Do what I say, not what I do." Unless Washington wants to 
make deficits on a world scale fashionable. 


CSO: 3342/63 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


POLISH RESEARCH SHIP ORDERED--Brasilia--The Planning Ministry has approved 
the Navy Ministry's recommendation to purchase an oceanographic research ship 
from Poland. The ship will have a reinforced hull to be able to navigate in 
the icy Antarctic waters. The ship will cost $28 million and Poland has 
promised to deliver it late in the first half of 1985. [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO 


DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 28 Jan 83 p 10 PY] 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


MAJOR FINANCIAL REFORMS TO BE ANNOUNCED IN MARCH 


Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 13 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] The minister of the treasury, Edgar Gutierrez Castro, referring to the 
general context of recent regulations issued by the government said that the 
country will establish its new economic policy at the end of the first quarter 
of this year when financial reform “of profound economic implication for the 
country" will be known. 


The chief of the financial department questioned by EL ESPECTADOR concerning 
the application of new economic measures declared that "the government is 
already forging the links which we need to embark on a new strategy without 
copying any foreign model or scheme which is not suitable to the country's 
requirements. It is a model for Colombia in accordance with its needs." 


The financial reform commission formed at the end of last year will become the 
"accelerator" of the approachwhich the present administration has, since 
according to Gutierrez Castro, the measures adopted will entail profound 
changes in the financial sector and in the systems by which the economy has 
been managed for many years. 


Methods 


Minister Gutierrez Castro reiterated that the general spirit of all the econo- 
mic measures is directed to effective social protection without inducing pres- 
sures, nor creating taxes or onerous charges for the private sector or for 


people in general. 


"There are controversial opinions on the tax on automobiles and on alcoholic 
: : it 
beverages. Will the government revise these decisions? 


"One must read carefully the contents of the last two decrees to establish 
clarity and it will be understood that there are no new taxes or contributory 
charges. All the decrees can be revised later but after deliberation on whether 
these reforms are necessary. The tax on automobiles is universal and the 
country was one of the few which does not apply it. Regarding the tax on 
alcoholic beverages, we do not consider it inappropriate but we are inclined 
to listen to suggestions on any changes which might be appropriate." 
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"What reaction is there from the private sector on these economic measures? 


"Every day in my office we receive good notices and very favorable reactions 
from presidents and managers of the principal banks and financial corporations 
on the way in which they have lately received a growing number of people inte- 
rested in taking advantage of patrimonial amnesty and especially on the manner 
of bringing back money deposited abroad to invest it in the country. That is 
a prime example of the reaction to the economic decrees. 


"Will there be changes in the regulations issued by the government?” 


"We are going to initiate starting tomorrow various meetings with representa- 
tives of the various economic sectors. We want a dialogue to listen to 
opinions and suggestions. Initially, we will do it with the national governing 
board of Fenalco which has prepared a document containing objections to some 

of the measures which have been recently promulgated. Later on we hope that 
with the return of directors of other entities to their duties we will do the 


same." 


Foreign Trade 


Minister Gutierrez Castro endorsed the handling of foreign economic policy 
which he will maintain on a keynote of prudence without resorting to the appli- 
cation of surprise measures. The system of devaluation will be maintained in 
accordance with the gradual system which has been applied all along and he 
affirmed: "that massive devaluation is not a part of our system." 


Commissions 


Minister Gutierrez Castro endorsed the work put forth by certain economic and 
social commissions put together by the government, because he considered that 
these have been the practical means to realistically evaluate how the economic 
Situation was affecting the company, state entities and the people at the be- 
ginning of the present administration. "All that work has been compiled and 
arranged by each one of the commissions, especially by those of fiscal and 
financial reform which have laid out for the country the course for the govern- 
ment to follow in its new economic life." The government, in another framework 
of methods which will be made known in accordance with the second economic 
presentation which it will finalize 10 February next year, will issue special 
incentives for private enterprise and especially for private industry. 


Finally, Minister Gutierrez Castro relied on the production and commercial 
sector's compliance with their promises which they have announced separately in 
the sense of controlling price increases for articles of basic necessity and in 
this respect he pointed out the contribution promised by the commercial super- 


market chains and department stores. 


9678 
CSO: 3348/177 


29 











COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


EPL KIDNAPPING IN CAQUETA--A new kidnapping also by supposed members of the 
clandestine subversive movement EPL [Popular Liberation Army] was announced 
late in the day in Caqueta Department. A spokesman for operating command No. 
12 advised that in the Milan district, Caqueta, men with automatic weapons 
violently invaded a livestock ranch and forced the owner Gilberto Meare to 
accompany them to the jungle. The kidnappers apparently belong to the same 
group which on 9 July seized the former administrator and congressman from 
Caqueta Department, Felix Tovar Zambrana. [Text] [Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 
13 Jan 83 p 2] 9678 


FARC GUERRILLAS SURRENDER--Twenty guerrillas decided yesterday to resort to the 
Amnesty Law before mayor Daniel Vicente Meneses in the town of El Banco, 
Magdalena. A priest whose name was not revealed by the authorities served as 
intermediary between the mayor and the members of FARC. The guerrillas re- 
quested the mayor not to give their names to the press, and claimed guaran- 
tees for their lives and the possibility of obtaining work to reintegrate 
themselves immediately into civil life. [Text] [Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 


13 Jan 83 p 1] 9678 


CSO: 3348/177 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ROLE OF 'ENTREPRENEUR' IN AGRICULTURE NOTED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 493, 3 Dec 82 pp 28-31 
[Article by Raul Lazo] 


(Text}] A Bad Word 


"Do you consider yourself a middleman?" I asked almost inadvertently 
during our conversation. 


Obviously, however, "middleman" is a bad word to the ears of Sergio 
Rodriguez Leon, the director of the Ciego de Avila Provincial Enterprise for 
the Collection and Distribution of Farm Products. Doing justice to 

his matronymic, he possesses an enviable feline agility in providing 

this reporter with an immediate reply, in which he categorically rejected 
his classification in a sort of "administrative zoo" that was clearly 


not to his liking. 


‘Middleman, middleman," he repeated, shifting uncomfortably in the 
seat across the desk. "I don't even like the sound of the word." 


The Importance of Being an Entrepreneur 


This article is the story of an enterprise director who is trying hard 
to be an entrepreneur, which unfortunately not all of our current enterprise 


directors are attempting to become. 


Some of our directors still take an "administrative" approach to their 
work; in other words, they do not manage their enterprises as true 
entrepreneurs who understand what economy means and make full use of 
all the mechanisms and devices in a socialist economy. 


Wholesale and retail trade still occasionally shows traces of an oppor- 
tunistic conformism by "middlemen" who passively accept everything 
offered to them and ignore the demands of purchasers as to product 
quantity, quality and delivery date, inasmuch as they know that they 
will be getting rid of these items later by "distributing," instead 

of selling them, with all that this implies in economic dealings between 
people with equal rights and duties. 
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There is an old saying that clothes do not make the man, but just as 

a simple name change cannot eliminate a mistaken approach to management 
overnight, it is equally true that in commercial activities the importance 
of being an entrepreneur largely consists of being able to buy and 

sell in a socialist manner. 


From the Field to the Consumer 


We often see trucks with the word "acopio" [collection, storage] printed 
on one side unloading farm products in front of local stores. 


Are our readers aware, however, of the functions that this enterprise 
performs and, above all, of how important its activities are in providing 
us with regular shipments of plentiful, high-quality farm products? 


A farm products collection and distribution enterprise purchases the 
output of government and private farms and distributes it in accordance 
with specific priorities. For example, the number one priority for 
citrus fruits is export; in contrast, tubers are earmarked mainly for 
domestic consumers, and industry has first claim on vegetables. 


The various products are earmarked for: retail businesses; schools, 
hospitals and day-care centers, etc; MINAL [Ministry of the Food Industry] 
industries; export; distribution to other provinces, and consumer sales 

at markets (the latter refers only to the Collection and Distribution 
Enterprise in Ciego de Avila and will be discussed in greater detail 


later on). 


Working Like an Entrepreneur to Avoid Complaining as a Middleman 


The Farm Products Collection and Distribution Enterprise in Ciego de 
Avila is one of the very few in the country that operate at a profit. 


As of September profits totaled somewhat more than 800,000 pesos. 

When we asked its director, Sergio Rodirguez, to explain its success, 

he replied: "In the first place, we constantly monitor outlays for 
wages, which account for close to 40 percent of our costs. The measures 
that we have taken in this connection have enabled our enterprise to 
achieve the highest per man productivity in the country, 22,000 pesos, 
compared to 16,000 for our closest competitor. Every year we exceed 

our profit target. This year we're at 700,000 pesos, and we plan to 


hit a million." 


The steps that the enterprise has taken to achieve these results can 
be summarized as follows: 


|. In its category this enterprise employs the smallest number of personnel 
in relation to the volume of products it markets. 


2. Whereas in other provinces products are distributed with four workers 
on the back of the truck, in Ciego de Avila there are only two, and 
sometimes just the driver and a helper. 
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3. lt has an agreement with farm enterprises under which the latter 

load the trucks. "Instead of having several men 'featherbedding' on 

the back of a truck and in transit, which accounts for almost 30 percent 
of work time, we pay the farmers to load our trucks." 

4. It has done a detailed analysis of per diem outlays to eliminate 
all unnecessary such expenses; this has made for savings of between 
30,000 and 40,000 pesos. 


5. A board of directors and an economic committee take a look every 
month at outlays indicators to see how costs can be cut by conserving 


gasoline, rationalizing transport, etc. 


"As the saying goes, we've drummed it into our workers that every kilo 
and every peso counts," we are told by the director, who wants to think, 
act and manage like an entrepreneur so that he does not have to complain 
as a middleman. 


Benefits to Consumers 


Under socialism, the profitability of enterprises translates into benefits 
tor consumers, both socially and individually. 


\ chain of demands must be established, beginning in the fields from 
which the collection and distribution enterprises gather their products, 
so that sufficient high-quality merchandise is available on a timely 
basis for retail trade and individual and industrial consumers. 


"Economic contracts and state arbitration have become indispensable 
tools for us in running our enterprise, because they clearly spell 

out our rights and duties in economic and commercial relations with 
other enterprises and production cooperatives,'' notes Sergio Rodriguez, 
who goes on to say: "In 1981, close to 40 claims totaling 203,000 pesos 
were filed against farm enterprises for failure to deliver close to 
203,000 quintals to collection centers." 


"When we got to the contract stage this year, the farms submitted a 
whole series of annexes to the contracts that we felt violated Decree 

80, which governs farm product purchase and sale contracts, and therefore 
we refused to sign these additional clauses,'' adds the director of 

the Ciego de Avila Farm Products Collection and Distribution Enterprise. 


"The arbitration went in our favor." 
The additional clauses that they wanted to impose had these drawbacks: 


|. They did not take into account a spaced delivery of goods. In other 
words, they wanted us to accept | years's worth of sweet potatoes and 
yucca in a single quarter. There would not be enough trucks to transport 
or people to consume such a surnlus, which would spoil in stores because 


supply would far exceed demand. 





2. Failure to makedaily deliveries, as stipulated in Article 32 of the 
decree-law governing farm products contracts. If we had accepted this, 
we would have risked shutting down our truc.3 if deliveries were not 
made or putting up with bottlenecks due to pickup "marathons." 


3. The collection enterprise would be obliged to purchase farm products 
that no longer meet quality standards. We have always been willing 

to buy these items to keep them from being completely wasted, but we 

do not want to be obliged to. Our basic principle has to be that the 
people deserve high-quality farm produce, especially now that the price 
reform has been approved. 


4. They also wanted to have overproduction in some categories offset 
shortfalls in others, for example, deliveries of sweet potatoes to 
make up for potential shortages of yucca. We opposed this because 
the people are entitled to a wide range of high-quality farm produce. 


5. Compulsory use of farm transport. 


6. The right of farms to file claims for failure to provide transpor- 
tation, but only if they adhere to the daily delivery pace to the collection 
enterprise. For example, a claim was filed against us once for 18,000 
pesos on the charge that we failed to make a pickup, when we actually 
loaded more products that day than the contract stipulated. We cannot 

have a string of trucks waiting for an enterprise to go on a marathon 
harvest. A harvest has to be paced, except if there are serious problems, 
which we are willing to cope with whenever possible. 


As far as the output of cooperatives is concerned, it accounts for 
35 percent of the total production that the collection enterprise sells 
and as much as 80 percent in the case of vegetables. 


Last year the collection enterprise filed 36 claims against the cooperative 
movement, 26 against the Credit and Services Cooperatives and 10 against 
the Farm Production Cooperatives. 


"I have to stress here," Sergio Rodriguez noted, "that it was not our 

goal to make the cooperative movement honor these claims ; we just 

wanted them to make good where they failed to deliver, which in the 

case of vegetables amounted to about 100,000 pesos. Many people thought 
that it was not ‘tactful’ of us to file these claims aga’ 1st the cooperative 
movement, but we felt that it could have a constructive influence. 

I think that everyone realizes today that what we did was constructive, 
because we achieved things such as: 


--Contracts were "dusted off" and used to monitor plan commitments. 


--Greater foresight has been achieved, and in the event that because 
of circumstances beyond its control a farm cannot keep its pledge, 

it offers a supplement in due time. We have seen this happen. A farm 
that we filed a claim against for failure to deliver 300 quintals of 
bananas promised us an extra 1,000 quintals later. 
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ter guelity. fhe claims that we filed against 
1 cooperacives helped them to realize that a contract is a two- 


: For example, they used to promise us that they would deliver 
‘ertaln amounts without making sure that they had the farm inputs to 
produce them They have now become more demanding about the supply 

mtracts that they have to sign. 


LS we in see, contracts and arbitration eventually benefit the population 


aking more farm products available to them. In addition, in the 
¥ the cooperative sector, the contracts include a list of each 


producer's delivery commitments that is checked periodically. This 
enadDles the Ciego de Avila Collection Enterprise to monitor and regulate 
participation in the farmers free market as produce is delivered to 

the enterprise 


‘In general,'' Sergio asserts, "the contracts and the arbitration are 
for our enterprise's relations with both the state-run 
r 


ful 
ses and the cooperative sector. We realize that a farm is 
i factory without a roof’ and that it is very hard to make deliveries 
cact lt schedule, as is the case with industry, because farming 
depends on the weather, is subject to pests, etc. Therefore, we try 
» be as tlexible as possible, but without violating our plans and 
icts. It is only fair of us to give recognition to the growers 

in Crego de Avila, whose enterprises, like La Cuba, are a fine example 

{f entrepreneurial production for the entire country, a quality that 
we have acknowledged on several occasions. We have the closest brotherly 
relations with the growers, but this does not mean that we ignore the 
provisions of contracts and arbitration. 


“Being more demanding eventually benefits the populace, who thus have 
greater supplies of high-quality produce available when they need them. 

We do not resort to contracts and arbitration for 'mercenary' purposes, 
nor to make our enterprise profitable from the products we sell. We 

see arbitration tirst of all as a means of maintaining contract discipline 
and as a way ot securing produce supplements to make up for inevitable 
shorttalls. The plans that the farmers presented this year show greater 
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Other Side of Contracts and Arbitration 


Are the retailers aS demanding of you as you are of the growers whose 


"In general, no they aren't," says the director of the Ciego de Avila 
Collection Enterpris: "As far as farm produce is concerned, store- 
Keepers are not good businessmen. They don't complain to us about 
what we deliver to them, but sometimes they try to get out of taking 
certain items. "Lt's not strange to hear some of them say ‘I don't 
chat.’ They've lost their businessman's spirit. I would 
point out, however, that most of the stores in Ciego de Avila are very 
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age space, Farm products are stored by 
urse conspires against proper marketing. 














"Merchants are not aggressive enough, and we can see an example of 

this in the marketplaces. The Collection Enterprise has served them 
since the beginning of the year. They were previously unable to fulfill 
a sales plan of 600,000 pesos. We estimated that the 33 markets in 

the province would sell 2 million pesos worth of goods. Of essential 
importance here are the presentation of the product, the treatment 

of the public and the material incentives that the workers have to 


sell more. 


"We have to look for new marketing methods. Ciego de Avila is the 

only province in which bananas are sold ripe, 'ready to eat,’ as they 

say. This entails hard work and organization, but we don't give this 

a second thought when it comes to offering more and better products 

to the people. We also have a refrigerator truck that provides the 

people with fresh produce. For example, we have an agreement with 
watercress growers to pick up their product as soon as it is cut; we 

then load it into the refrigerator truck and sell it as freshly harvested." 


Experience 


In this article we have tried to give readers a brief idea of the work 
performed by the men engaged in collecting and distributing farm products. 


We should now realize that this activity involves much more than we 
see on the surface: a group of men unloading sacks or boxes of farm 


produce outside a store. 


The enterprises that collect and distribute farm products actually 
have a much more important goal. By demanding that growers provide 
them with sufficient amounts of high-quality produce on schedule and 
by transporting, loading and unloading these items carefully, these 
enterprises satisfy consumer demand for a variety of top quality 


products. 





In the specific case of Ciego de Avila Province, collection activities 
have become a complement to farming that has helped to make more products 
available to the populace. Thus, in spite of the differing opinions 
voiced by farmers, we feel that this complementary role has obviously 


been beneficial. 


We might, of course, conclude that retailers would take the same position, 
in the event that the change were to take place, but since retailers 

are unquestionably the weakest link in the chain from production to 
wholesalers and retailers of farm produce, we feel that retailers would 
not be able to play as effective a complementary role as the Ciego 


de Avila Collection Enterprise. 
In our view, the very efficiency of Ciego de Avila farm enterprises 


shows how collection activities can enhance supplies, and such activities 
are all the more justified when farming has not reached such high levels 
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ot uevelopment. This of course requires a collection enterprise that 
operates with the same or similar efficiency as the Ciego de Avila 


Enterprise 


In any event, we should point out that, as far as we know, this exchange 

of Opinions is not part of a strategy to implement a nationwide change, 
merely part of an interesting discussion that started during the preparation 
F thse : 

f this article. 


From Entrepreneur to Entrepreneur 


The "La Cuba" Miscellaneous Crops Enterprise in Ciego de Avila is one 
of the finest enterprises of its kind in the country. Its economic 
efficiency has become an example that all other such enterprises ought 


to study and follow. 


Nelson Paz Fernandez, its director, is among the group of enterprise 
managers who can rightly call themselves entrepreneurs. 


"Contracts and arbitration have helped us in management and control, 
and arbitration in particular has helped to clarify some arguments 

with the Collection Enterprise, although we still have our differences. 
Farming depends on a lot more than just manpower, for example, the 
weather (rain, cold), a fluctuating work force, etc. In our view, 

the Collection Enterprise does not yet fully understand these pecularities 
and it tries to treat us just like or almost like an industry in terms 
of daily, biweekly and monthly deliveries. We also have differences 

of opinion about the payment of demurrage. The Collection Enterprise 
wants to get paid, but this is impossible when transport is on a per 
diem basis. We also want the Collection Enterprise here, as in other 
provinces, to provide its own manpower for loading, instead of using 
ours, as is currently the case. We have made broad use of arbitration 
and we have filed claims against our suppliers because of problems 

with fertilizers, the delivery of spare parts and equipment, equipment 


guarantees, etc. 


"I feel that the Collection Enterprise's activities ought to shift 

to the farms, because this would streamline transportation, and in 

that event the retailers would become a complement to direct production. 
Because of transportation problems, already harvested products sometimes 
wind up in our enterprise. And once we had to bring cucumbers to market 
in our own trucks because the Collection Enterprise didn't pick them 

up. Transportation problems are very acute during peak seasons, and 

if the Collection Enterprise were part of the farms, we could come 

up with more rational solutions. 


"Under our production plans this year we will come much closer to the 
product variety and distribution that the people are demanding." 


Cc . y90/,o0///C2 
Lo 32 45/440 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON MONTANE VISIT TO ALGERIA 
PM100955 Algeirs EL MOUDJAHID in French 1 Feb 82 p 16 
[APS report: "Firm Desire To Work To Strengthen Nonaligned Movement"] 


[Text] Algiers--At the end of the visit to Algeria by a Communist Party of 
Cuba [PCC] delegation a joint FLN-PCC communique was issued, and the text is 


as follows: 


At the invitation of the FLN Party Central Committee, a PCC delegation headed 
by Jesus Montane, candidate member of the Politburo member of the Secretariat 
and chief of the PCC Central Committee General Department of Foreign Rela- 
tions, paid an official visit to Algeria from 25 through 31 January 1983. 


During its visit the Cuban delegation was received in turn by: 


Rabah Bitat, member of the [FLN] Politburo and speak of the National People's 
Assembly; 


Mohamed Cherif Messaadia, member of the Politburo and chief of the Central 
Committee Permanent Secretariat; 


Ahmed Taleb Ibrahim, member of the Politburo and minister of foreign affairs. 


It visited Batna and Constantine Wilayas, where it toured some shrines of the 
revolution and economic and sociocultural achievements and had disucussions 


with officials at Mouhafada level. 


The PCC delegation had talks with an FLN party delegation headed by Lazhari 
Cheriet, member of the Central Committee and chairman of the department of 


relations with [other] parties. 


These talks which took place in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual under- 
standing, enabled the two delegations to make a detailed examination of the 
bilateral relations between their respective parties, the FLN Party, and the 
PCC, the mass organizations and the national people's assemblies, of coopera- 
tion between Algeria and Cuba in all spheres and the development of the inter- 


national situation. 
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The Algerian delegation informed the PCC delegation about the FLN Party's 
development and action since the extraordinary congress aimed at strengthen- 
ing the party, pursuing the implementation of the objectives set by the na- 
tional charter, the Fourth Congress and the Central Committee decisions. 


The results achieved in attaining those objectives and the progress made in 
the national development plan formed the subject of a lengthy explanation 
enabling the FLN Party delegation to stress the great progress made by Algeria 
in building a socialist society in keeping with the Algerian people's speci- 
fic characteristics and particular values. 


Preparation for the Fifth FLN Party Congress and the future national develop- 
ment plan, which are the major tasks which the country has been given for 
1983, were also explained to the Cuban delegation. 


For its part the PCC delegation gave a broad account of the foundations and 
main guidelines of the Cuban Party's and people's activity in socialist build- 
ing defined by the Second Congress and the Sixth Central Committee Plenum 

and the main tasks to be carried out in the different spheres of economic and 
social activity at a time when the Cuban people are celebrating the 30th anni- 


versary of the capture of Moncada. 


A Common Struggle 


The two parties expressed satisfaction with the great victories won by the 
Cuban and Algerian revolutions in all spheres. They consider regular meet- 
ings of primary importance for the consolidation and continued strengthening 
of the two revolutions in their joint struggle for their peoples' freedom 


and development. 


In that connection the two delegations expressed satisfaction at the quality 
of the relations maintained by the two countries’ national assemblies and the 
close coordination of their actions at international level. Similarly they 
view as highly positive the increase in exchanges and the constant consulta- 
tion between their mass organizations, especially between the trade union 
federations and young people. The FLN Party and PCC expressed the great 
value they attach to the quality of economic, scientific and cultural cooper- 
ation between the two countries and advocate that it be strengthened and in- 
creased in the two peoples’ mutual interest. 


After making a detailed examination of the international situation the FLN 
Party and the PCC expressed their deep concern at the persistence of imper- 
ialism's aggressiveness and the redeployment of imperialism's forces, the use 
of the policy of force, domination and hegemony in all its forms and the 
revival of the arms race which are threatening mankind's future by increasing 
hotbeds of tensions, interference in states' internal affairs, many kinds of 
pressure and attempts to destabilize progressive regimes and the rejection of 
the inalienable right of peoples to freely determine their own future. 








A Vital Requirement: Respect for the Principles of Self-determination for 
Peoples 


Analyzing the situation prevailing in Latin America and in the Caribbean, 

the FLN Party and the PCC strongly condemned imperialism's intimidatory 
maneuvers and threats of all kinds and the acts of aggression against the 
people in the region. In that connection they strongly condemned the de- 
stabilization attempts against Nicaragua—a nonaligned country--from a neigh- 
boring territory. In that connection they recalled that it is vital to re- 
spect the principles of self-determination for peoples, nations' sovereignty 
and states' territorial integrity. 


The two delegations also strongly criticized the division of tasks between 
U.S. imperialism and its Zionist ally in Support of dictatorial regimes in 
their aggressive actions against the region's peoples. They reiterated their 
Support for the struggle of the Salvadoran people under the leadership of 

the Revolutionary Democratic Front--Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front, condemned any foreign intervention in the conflict and expressed their 
support for the peoples of the region in their struggle against oligarchies 
and dictatorship, especially the Puerto Rican people's right to self- 
determination and independence. 


Indestructible and Militant Support for the Palestinian People 


With regard to Cuba, the FLN Party reaffirmed its unshakable support for the 
Cuban revolution, condemed the threats of aggression against that country 
reflected notably in the "Symms" resolution and called once again for an end 
to the blockade placed on that country more than 20 years ago and for the 
withdrawal of the U.S. troops stationed on the Guatanamo base. 


The two parties made a particularly close examination of the situation in 
the Near and Middle East, whose latest developments constitute a threat to 
international peace and security. 


The PCC and FLN Party reaffirmed their condemnation of the Camp David policy, 
which is aimed at weakening the Arab world and encouraging Zionist expansion- 
ism, Israel's aggressive machinations and imperialism and reaction's hold 

on the region. They reiterated their unshakable and militant support for the 
Palestinian people and reaffirmed that a just and equitable peace in the Near 
East implies recognition of the Palestinian people's national rights, includ- 
ing their right to found an independent state, and that any searc h for a 
solution requires full and complete participation by the PLO, the Palestinian 
people's sole legitimate representative and the complete withdrawal of Zion- 
ist troops from all the occupied Arab territories, including Jerusalem. 


In this connection the two delegations sent their best wishes to the forth- 
coming Palestine National Council meeting in Algiers. 


With regard to Lebanon the two delegations stressed the urgent need for the 
complete and unconditional withdrawal of the aggression troops and condemned 
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any policy of pressure and intimidation toward that country. They expressed 
their complete solidarity with the Lebanese people in their struggle to 
safeguard their territorial integrity, sovereignty, independence and Arab 


nature. 
fraq-tran: For a Peaceful Solution to the Conflict 


The FLN Party and the PCC expressed their concern at the continuation of the 
conflict between Iraq and Iran, which is threatening. peace and ~ecurity in 
the Gulf region and weakening the progressive forces in the world, such as 

the Nonaligned Movement. They again launched an urgent appeal for an end to 
the hostilities and called on the two countries to seek a peaceful solution 

to their dispute. The two parties encourage all efforts to restore peace 
between the two countries, especially those being made within the framework of 


the Nonaligned Movement. 


After a detained examination of the situation on the African continent, the 
two parties reiterated their support for the principle of strict respect for 
the independence and sovereignty of African states and of noninterference in 
their internal affairs and for the ability of peoples still under colonial 
domination to exercise their right to self-determination and independence. 
They again expressed their unreserved support for the Namibian people's strug- 
gle under the leadership of SWAPO, their sole legitimate representative. They 
condemned all the neocolonial attempts of some Western countries in the "con- 
tact group’ to deprive the Namibian people of the fruit of their liberation 
struggle and deny their full and complete independence, just as they rejected 
the attempts to link the solution of that problem with the withdrawal of Cuban 


troop. from Angola. 


Similarly they very strongly condemned Pretoria's racist policy against the 
South African people--a policy which seeks to perpetuate the policy of 
apartheid by the creation of Bantustans. The two parties expressed their 
unconditional support for the South African's people's heroic struggle under 
the African National Congress' leadership to regain their freedom and dignity. 


They condemned the racist Pretoria regime's repeated aggressions against the 
frontline countries, especially Angola, Zambia, Mozambique and Lesotho, with 


which they reiterated their solidarity yet again. 


In that connection the two delegations condemned the maneuvers aimed at de- 
stroying the OAU destruction and stressed the urgent need to strengthen that 
organization, which has an irreplaceable role as an instrument and of frame- 
work for cooperation and consultation for safeguarding peace on the continent 
and detending the rights and interests of the African peoples and states. 


The FLN Party and the PCC declared their deep concern at the situation in 
Northwest Africa which is threatening the region's stability, peace and se- 
curity. They welcomed the victories won by the Saharan Democratic Arab Re- 
public and reaffirmed that the solution to the West Saharan problem lies in 
urgent self-determination in keeping with the OAU and UN decisions and the 


Nonaligned Movement's recommendations. 
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They launched an urgent appeal to Morocco and the POLISARIO to find a peace- 
ful solution to their dispute by negotiation and condemned the imperialist 
military redeployment in the region, taking advantageof the tension reigning 


there. 


The two delegations stressed the importance of the Madrid CSCE conference and 
expressed their hope that that conference would produce positive and practi- 
cal results for the improvement of the political climate and for safeguard- 


ing peace and security. 


Toward Universal Detente 


They expressed their support for all constructive initiatives aimed at limit- 
ing or reducing arms with a view to general and complete disarmament, the 
elimination of tension and the advent of universal detente. 


The PCC and FLN Party reaffirmed their attachment to the Nonaligned Movement 's 
original principles as an autonomous and positive element in international re- 
lations, reflecting the peoples' legitimate aspirations for peace and justice. 


In that connection they noted with satisfaction the noteworthy success 
achieved in the struggle for the political and economic independence of states, 
the right of peoples to choose their own development path and to freely con- 


trol their natural resources. 


They reaffirmed their desire to work to strengthen the Nonaligned Movement-- 
an essential and irreplaceable element in international life--and pledged 
to make every effort to ensure the success of the forthcoming nonaligned 


summit in New Delhi. 


A Necessity: The Establishment of a New International Economic Order 


In that connection the two delegations welcomed the important results of the 
fifth meeting of the Nonaligned Coordination Bureau in Managua, which con- 
stitutes an essential reference point for the coming summit. 


Turning to the question of international economic relations, the FLN Party and 
the PCC declared themselves convinced of the particular importance of pur- 

suing efforts to bring about the necessary restructuring of international 
economic order. In that connection they noted the considerable importance which 
the strengthening and expansion of mutual aid and mutual cooperation have for 
Third World countries as factors contributing to the unity and autonomy of 

the Third World peoples and contributing to the advent of a more just and 
equitable international economic order. 


The two parties stressed the vital need to develop consultation and coopera- 
tion among Third World countries in general to bring about world peace and 
security, which are inseparable from the process of implementing a new inter- 


national economic order. 
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ihe FLN Party and the PCC expressed satisfaction at the similar approaches 
of the Algerian and Cuban revolutions and the similarity of their stances of 
many international problems. They pledged to work together to further 


strengthen the ties of friendship and cooperation among the two peoples and 
the two parties. 
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SELSCTION, PROMOTION OF FAR OFFICERS EXPLAIN=&D 
davena VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 49,9 Dec 82 pp 36~39 
[Article by Lt Col Armando Martinez; passages in slantlines printed in boldface | 


Text | The selection, placement, promotion and education of officer cadres 
constitute a factor of supreme importance in the organizational work of the 


troops, 


Lenin was of the opinion that no policy can be applied without expressing it 
+} rough the appointment and transfer of officials, "Policy is made by indivi- 
duals, "| he said, Therefore, questions involving cadre are a very important 
part of military policy in the building up of the Revol tionary Armed sorces 


(FAR). 


The Cuban Commnist Party attaches great importance to the effort being nade 
with staff personnel in view of the fact that successes in the different areas 
of party, state, economic and political operations in general to a great ex- 


tent depend on the work they perform, 


Lenin pointed out that, after formulating and outlining a strategic policy and 
determining the methods of implementing it, the party's most important task 
is the effort made with staff personnel, 


Since the very moment of its founding, the FAR have been faithful to this 
principle and have consequently extended preferential attention to working 
with cadres, Thousands of officers have been trained at military schools and 
academies specialized in different areas in Cuba and the USSR and others are 
currently being trained at or are in the course of being admitted to these 


institutions, 


There is an inviolable principle that has already become a law which establishes: 
the fact that one has to constantly outdo oneself as long as one is in the 


PAR, 


Our commander in chief, Fidel Castro, referred to this during the maneuvers 
held for the FAR's 20th a niversary when he said: "Today modern weapons ana 
modern warfare require very rigorous training, It may be that there is at 

the present time no activity more difficult and complex than military activity 
given the fact that weapons are being constantly revolutionized and are getting 
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to be ore and more complex, The problems war poses at the front and in the 
rear are harder and harder to resolve, This is why combat soldiers, especially 
oificers, nave to train incessantly study practically all their lives, improve 


cers, 
their skills and tye a lot of time thinking about these matters, imagine all 


possivtle kinds of situations that may arise and feel that they are capable of 
dealing with them," 


sombined with this great effort being made in the training of officer cadres, 


the ways and means of assuring the consistent application, under the conditions 

in wnich we operate, of the staff policy outlined by the’ Cuban Communist arty 
have been a implenente -d and improved more and more every day, An example of this 
Was the c reation, over 20 years ago, of cadre organs at the different level 


as top assistants to commanders in this complex mission, 


Lenin formulated the general principles of selection and assignment of cadres 
which are equally valid for party and state agencies and public orgenizations. 


—_ 


These above all provide for the assessment of officers in accordance with: 
e /D litical oriterion/, which includes the evaluation of officers' political 
y, their hign degree of awareness and ideology, their level of socio-= 
olit ical activity and their ability to approach the assessment of events and 
facts from class attitudes; the /practical criterion/, which presupposes the 
romotion of officers in accordance with the level of development of their 
tary, professional and organizational qualities; the principle of /cor= 
ning old, expert and young cadres/,, which presupposes an optimal combination 


itive qualities of each of then, 


In addition to the general statement, the selection, placement and promotion of 
cadre are conducted on the basis of specific orinciples for the different 
catevories of officers, among which the following are prominent: 


/order of succession in the service/: This constitutes an important principle 
election anc assignment of officer cadre, one which is more concretely 
sed in the resolutions adopted at our First Party Congress and which are 

a nt in full force, since they require that "promotions be made preferably 
from lower to higher echelons, that central organization cadre resularly come 
pees the intermediate ect helons and that personnel of the latter come from the 
ranks and that cadre graduated from schools not be placed directly in central 
orgenizations without first having had practical experience at lower eche= 


lons, "2 
abt %e 


This nin on mist not be regarded as an immutable one, There have been times 
in the course of our evolution when the number of trained and expericnced cadre 
was far under our needs and it was absolutely necessary to skip intermediate 
echelons, However, what was at one time necessary is practically unjustifiable 
nder the present circumstances, At the present time it is inconceivable for 
2en officer without experience at tactical and tactical-operational levels to 

designated to provide services at operatiomFstrategic or strategic levels 
when this happens, we are committing a serious error, not only in terms of our 
armed forces, but in particular in terms of the officer in question, since it 
would become a serious limitation with regard to his future development, ‘The 
following question will always arise: He is a good soldier, capable, trained, 
but he lacks practical experience, so he cannot be promoted, 


LuUAsd 
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Another important point is the time spent performing tasks, A long time «pent 
doing the same job, especially at the tactical level, leads to a reduction of 
one's horizons, a decline in activity and initiative, loss of one's sense of 
~isor, novelty and one's critical attitude, since some officers get used to 
ir shortcomings and cease to be concerned over their work, A lengthy period 
+ the sane staff job may result in an officer's getting into a rut and a dee 
line in his sense of responsibility, Naturally, we cannot take this super 
icially and imagine that changes can be made frequently in the higher staff 
reanizations, since continuity on the job is required to assure a stable 
Cperation, 

The important thing here is to successfully determine the right moment to make 
promotions, basing ourselves on the directives that govern this activity up to 
the level of the unit and to see to it that errors like those referred to above 
are not committec, 


/Te principle of rotation of duty at command and staff levels/: In the Soviet 
Union the experience of the Russian Revolution demonstrated that, ordinarily, 
officers who had experience on staff duty commanded armies and fronts with 

good results, An example of this was the promotion of chiefs of staff N,I, 
Vatutin, A.M, Vasilevski, I,s, Petrov and others to the post of front commander, 


Tactical-level commanders acquire rich experience when serving as chiefs of 
staff (comiand post) of small, regular and large and higher units, Providing 
service at these levels broadens the officer's political and military horizons 
end makes the decisions of higher-echelon commanders more understandable, In 
turn, filling staff positions with officers experienced in commanding troops 
intensifies the operations of these organizations with new vigor and initiatives 


and makes for closer ties with the ranks, 


Likewise, service in the ranks is useful for the staff officer of a large unit 
since there he learns determination, independence and responsibility. 


Our practical experience has shown that commanders of large, regular and small 
units have made good chiefs of staff of higher units and vice versa, 

The Soviet Armed Forces have applied different alternatives to solve this cone 
plex problem, They have utilized the methods of rotating officers in command 
of troops and of substitution of service in the rear and in command positions 
for political tasks, and at present it is standard practice to employ rotation 
of duty in command and staff positions, A commanding officer is considered to 
be much more effective when he also masters the functions of a staff officer, 
This raises his organizational and administrative capability as well as in- 
proving his performance in organizing the transport and combat readiness of 
the troops, 


This means that, as a rule, an officer should serve as the commander of a 

command post in order to be later appointed battalion commander, just as it is 
recommended that he have previous experience with the responsibility of chief 

of staff before advancing to regimental commander, and the same applies to 
division, army and higher echelons, Only a limited number of officers, naturally 


46 





re ot hrit}?4 % af’ sham hin sues’ oe p eipecdy Soa nen _— 
T r an Be 7 move \ 1rO ign 9 he chain Oz COr iL.ic™ mc & rom one C ry 2 ay d= 
. 


aed meu Ve hee ee Y A? oe Usa. soley Vas 
~ + 


in post to another, for example: from platoon to company to ; rerinental etc, 


Ws > not regard what we have said here as an absolute statement since there 

are officers who, given their characteristics, have good qualities to serve 
somaanders but make mediocre staff officer “3 or vice versa, 

/Tae principle of mutual complementation of the qualities of commanders and 


mediate subdordinate 3/3 Practical experience has made it evident wnat 
of units are officers with unequal qualities who have their positive 
Doints and also their shortcomings, which is why it is a question of combining 
the inclinations of botn kinds, If, for example, the commander is more in- 

clined toward practical operations and command, a chief of staff is sought who 


he ee A 


is inclined toward staff operations, 


am) ¥ ~Io 
‘ ~ 
Oe ae ee aN + mn tml 


oe Dy is 
A 
nd 


Lenin noted that "the combining of personal traits and types, of qua 


co 1 
loubtedly necessary to the effective functioning of public institution 


a.64U Ue YU 


™.t this does not only apply to commanders and immediate aides; it is also 


valid for staff officers, Here it is a matter of combining executives and 
thinkers, enthusiasts and cautious people, 


> tuel complementation is also applicable to knowledge of the field in which 
tes, which permits better performance by the staff in ques= 


joat we have said confirms the fact that this principle is widely applied in 

oumands and on staffs, but it does not in the slightest mean that it may de 

tured into a way of promoting commanders who have not spades hig sufficient 

mand qualities to higher posts and that we support them with strong deputy 

commanders to compensate for their inadequacies, 

“are {+ is fittine for us to remember what "Che" said when he noted: "Nay the 
et us give the best man the greatest opportunities to de= 


sf concentration of forces on decisive sectors/: During the 


/The principls OL COrle_es 
ifferent phases of our military buildup, in military campaigns or mrrien 
ttleg. the most capable and experienced commanders have been designated +t 
’ + g 
oscupy key posts in command of the troops, We have examples ot this in our 


‘or independence, in the struggle against the tyranny of Batista und 


Wars i 
the creat battles fought by our people after the revolutionary victory of 10 
January 1959, Dut this principle is not only applicable to the stellar monents 


f our history; vather it is also valid in the practical daily activity of our 
7 ry -) 7? -) 
- UA Y a. 4 Le 


For the promoti on of officers, commanders and staff committees must always 


J u 
base themselves on the Leninist principles of selection, placement pro: io= 
tion of cadre in accordance with the political attributes and practical results 
of the work of the cadres, 








ers, what they have achieved in the accomplishment of the 
issions assisned to them and the means and procedures used to do so are taken 


into consideration, 
2.2 yronotion of officers of the same unit, provided that requirements are 
met, is extremely positive since it increases the interest of the other offi- 


9 
cers and stimiates: their activity in dealing with planned pipetons. 


of the selection and assignment of officer cadres will to a lar-< 
d on how commanders and staff committees charged with this ous unc= 
PAR examine their political, moral and practical attributes, 


cs our Commander in Chief Castro said; /".,, the tasks those who must defend 
their country have to perform are very different from any other task, (me 

can make a mistake in appointing a staff member for an economic activity, even 
for a political activity, for an activity of any kind, but, when a nilitary 
commander is assigned to a platoon, a squad, a company, a battalion or a regi- 
ment, we place the lives of the men whom he commands in his hands and any error 
oy cost us a great deal, may cost a lot of blood,"/ 


This warning from the first secretary of our party alerts us to the importance 
of the work that is being done in this area, 


fre principles we have expressed in this article have to a greater or lesier 
do ree deen applied in our FAR and have already been tested with positive re- 


'Yy 
sults in the training and development of the armies of the socialist cowmnii;, 
especially in the soviet Armed Forces, 


They constitute a valuable operational tool for the commanders, staff officers 
ommittees created at the different echelons in the activity aimed at ine 


ana Coil 
proving the process of selection, placement and promotion of officer cadres, 


sir systematic end creative application to our situation will pesitively 
contribute to the improvement of the process of instruction of the troops and 
the strengthening of FAR defense capability, 


FOOTNOTES 


1, V.I, Lenin, "Ninth Congress of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of 2ussia" 
le 


9 
in "Complete Works," Vol 45, p 123, 





"Scientific Basis for the Administration of Troops," p 145, 


a. aap F LITMiLIT TANT COMu NISTA, March 1976, Pp 14, 

4, Vi, Lenin, "Complete Works," Vol 45, p 351, 

5, “sl cuadro, columa vertebral de la Revolucion" [The Cadre, the 3ackbone 
of the Revolution], VSXDE OLIVO, No 40, 1982, p 13. 
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3202G5 BUSE'S AFRICAN TOUR SEAN AS FATLLURS 
Uevana VERDES OLIVO in Spanish No 48 2 Dec 82 pp 16-17 
[Article by Armando Lopez Rivera] 


[ext] American Vice Pr: sident George Bush has not succeeded in either de- 


seiving or intimidating Africans with his "good" intentions, promises of finan- 
cial aid and veiled threats, 


tour was a complete failure, The countries he visited did not cease plug- 


poe as Sd 


aed ” ee * ————, _— imposes the withdrawal of > in- 


For some time now U,S, and South African intransigence and delaying tactics 
“6 
have brought decol onization negotiations among the members of the so-called 
"Contact Group," South Africa, the South West African People's Crganization 
SWAPO) and the. “ront Line countries, Among its immediate objectives, DSusn's 
+ 


tour aimed at getting them out of the deadlock and "reconciling" the African 
oosition with the White House's points of view, 


sefore oeginning his tour of Senegal, Cape Verde, Nigeria, Zambia, dimbabwe, 
Kenya and Zaire, the American vice president described it as an "effort 
comprehend the thinking of African eaders," 


It is vrobably not easy for Bush to understand wh up to now considered friends 
v dv 9 
ate 


1 
d States in the region south of the Sahara, they firmly repudi 
interference, its inadmissible conditions and its complicity with the 
acist Pretoria sovernment, 


Let us take a look at the results of these meetings: 


In Zimbabwe Prime llinister Robert Mugabe declared himself in favor of the ir- 
mediate withdrawal of South African troops from Namibia and that country's un- 
conditional independence, 


Mugabe specified that he would never accept making the process of decoloniza- 
tion of Namibia contingent on the presence of Cuban troops in Angola, which 
constitutes a decision on the part of two sovereign states, 








Humphrey sulemba, tne secretary general of the United Party for liational indc- 


pendence, openly told Bush that Zambia does not go along with the american 
maneuver, 


In Kenya President Daniel Arap Moi told Reagan's emissary that “no truly demo- 
cratic and sovereig action can make the liberation of Namibia contingent on 
the withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola," 


Arap loi, who heads the Organization of African Unity (OAU), remarked that he 
did not understand U,S, political, economic and military support for Pretoria, 
"a regime that subjugates the human race and is contemptuous of it," 


Did Bush really understand how the African countries felt? They left it well 
shed that Namibia's independence process mist be based on UN Security 


stabli 
council Resolution 435 without the imposition of directives or prior conditions, 


wD 


- 


f 


C 


yas the reason for the repudiation of the close Washington-rretoria alliance 


Use 


clear to the American President? 


Since his assumption of office, Reagan has announced his intentions of main- 
tainins "constructive" and friendly relations with South africa, "a friendly 


country, strategically essential to the free world and which we cannot abandon,' 
ese displays of sympathy and support were received with joy by the authori- 


~~ 


Th 
ties of the apartheid regime, 


wnat his predecessors had done in more discreet fashion before him, the new 
president proclaims openly, with obvious contempt for the feelings of the 
majority of Africans and in flagrant violation of the UN resolutions, de 
srants the Pretoria government credit and loans at favorable terms, arms and 
licenses to manufacture them (including nuclear technology) and political and 


diplomatic support, 


Just searcely 2 or 3 weeks ago the International Monetary Fund (II) granted 


South Africa a $1,1-billion loan, thus violating the UN resolutions and doing 
so with the full support of the American administration, 


Specialized sources note that an indemnification in exactly the same amount 
will be made in 1980-1982 for the increased military expenditures of the rac- 
ists, This is how the cost of the actions planned by the White House, the 
Pentagon and the CIA and executed by Pretoria: reinforcement of the South 
Africen military and increased repression in Namibia, the occupation of terri- 
tories in the southern part of Angola and the constant attacks on that country, 
Mozambique, Zambia and other Front Line countries and the support of UNITA 


counterrevolutionary bands, is covered, 


The cooperation existing between the secret services of the United States (CIA) 
and youth Africa (30SS [Bureau of State Security]), the joint operations to 
elude the arms embargo imposed by the United Nations and the terrorist actions 
against neighboring countries were also denounced, 








olicity of the American administration and other Western powers con= 
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_— 1 nmtn $i Pein o ; o a y tn dine ‘Tm 
Jer ana iin time to lind 2 neocolonialist golution to ne prodviem oOo. 


The fable created in Washington about the presence of Cuban troops in Ansola 


ani the danger they represent to the security of South Africa come under the 
ca ..€ eadin Se 

.» the Nigerian daily CONCORD put it: "This attempt on the part of the United 
States to exploit the Namibian problem in order to go on expanding its ideo= 
locical war against the socialist government of Cuba mst be repulsed by the 


African countries, It is obvious that America's interest in the withdrawal o: 
troops has its roots in the U,S, desire to change the existing politica 
in the country (Angola) and with that protect and extend its interest 
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The sane source said: "The racist regime has always frustrated all attempts 
bo reach a peaceful solution to the Namibian conflict," 


ge Eduardo do Santos clearly defined the situation: "\Wnen 


ansclan President Jo 
there were no longer any logical reasons for delaying Namibian independence, 
with the backing of the United States and the cther Contact Group countries 

“y Africa decided to openly intervene in Angola's internal affairs, They 
ised the argument of the presence of the Cuban internationalist forces that 
are in Ancola at the request of our sovereign government and in confornity witn 
Article 51 of the UN Charter regarding the legitimate defense of member coun- 


tries that are attacked or invaded, 
7 The Cuban internationalist forces have never crossed the border of any 
‘.shboring country and do not in any way constitute a threat to anyone," 


ne 

sses their dcotermination to find a real solution to the 

Namib: 1, based on UN Security Council Resolution 435/78, one that will 
lead to independent covernment and the total withdrawal of the South Afri- 


the Declaration of the Ministers of Foreign Relations of Cuba 
ale 


“ 
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br00 ps on the other side of the Orange River, which would con= 
the dangers of aggression against Angola, while Luanda and 
iscuss the execution of a program of gradual withdrawal of Cuban 


" 
~~ 

~ = ~ as 4 a 

can occupation 


mit the South African racists have no intention of abandoning Namibia, They 


Will 


have rejected the political option and decided in favor of military action, 


Recently, the minister of defense, Gen Magnus Malan, declared: "Our soldiers 
will never abandon South West Africa, " and harangued the troops to be prepared 
for a conventional war in the region, 


‘or. Prime Minister Pieter Botha had said that his country would never give 


sAPLLEL, iL 
up the port of Walvis Bay, the only deep-water port in Namibia, which has been 


turmed into a South African military enclave, 
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reports of a conspiracy between Washington and Pretoria to keep damboia 
nder colonial domination have also been confirmed, 


owArO president San Nujoma notess 


"we nave information on secret conversations between the rulers of South Africa 
and ti.e United States aimed at setting up a new version of a puppet govermicnt 
in s.azioia and thus stymieing application of UN Security Council Resolution 


435." 
Coinciding with the end of Bush's tour, the South African prime minister went 
to Windhoek, the capital of Namibia, to conclude preparations for a supposed 
internal arrangement among those parties that are loyal to Pretoria, 


iinister of ¥oreig Affairs Poelof Botha left later for the United States to 
infor their "protectors" as to the details of the plan to install a so-called 
"national unity government," 


Along with pressures, blackmail attempts, attacks and the absurd demand for 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, all this complex political play- 
acting has one ultimate objective: to thwart Namibian independence and the 


ccess to power of the SWAPO, the sole legitimate representative of the people 


The purpose of Bush's tour was also to check on the opinion of some African 
countries, find out what their reactions are and attract them into the U,5, 
a4 + 


flush tailed in his mission, If he did not succeed in comprehending the "think- 
> of African leaders," at least he did understand that they are not prepared 
to accept the recipes cooked up in Washington with regard to the Namibian prob-= 
lei, nor to link it with the duration of the stay of Cuban troops in Angola, 


11,4 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


OIP MEETING IN LUANDA--The yearly meeting of the Presidium of the Interna- 
tional Organization of Journalists, OIP, which has just ended in Luanda, 
condemned U.S. intervention in Africa and Latin America, as manifested by 

the aggressive actions of the Pretoria regime and the counterrevolutionary 
activity against Nicaragua and the peoples of El Salvador and Guatemala. This 
information was supplied to this station by Ernesto Vera, vice president of 
the OIP and secretary general of the Union of Cuban Jouranlists. Vera said 
that the imperialist concept that Namibia's independence is tied to the pre- 
sence of Cuban troops in Angola, and the joint Honduran-U.S. "big pine" mili- 
tary maneuvers near the Nicaraguan border, were soundly rejected. Vera said 
that the next meeting of the OIP Presidium will be held in a still-undeter- 
mined Latin American country. He explained that OIP prizes for 1982 were 
posthumously awarded to the journalists (Rose Silk), who was murdered by 
South African agents; the four Netherlands journalists massacred by the Sal- 
vadoran regime; (Anibal del Melo), father of an Angolan journalist; and the 
Un:iion of Writers and Artists of Palestine. [Text] [PA091623 Havana Interna- 
tional Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 8 Feb 83] 


AMBASSADOR TO KUWAIT--The Council of State has appointed Jorge Morente Cabal- 


lero Cuban ambassador to Kuwait. Morente Caballero was the acting Cuban 
charge d'affaires in Kuwait. [¥FL021723 Havana Domestic Television Service in 


Spanish 1610 GMT 2 Feb 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FDR'S UNGO DISCUSSES RECENT EVENTS 
Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 24, 26 Nov 82 


[Report on interview with FDR's Guillermo Ungo by Maria Jimena Duzan: "My 
Zero Hour"; date and place not specified] 


(\Text| Somewhat more than eight months have passed since the last time that we 
had the opportunity to interview Guillermo Ungo, the highest ranking represen- 
tative of the Revolutionary Democratic Front [FDR]. During that period of time 
El Salvador has held its elections, the death toll has increased, and bringing 
peace to the country--one of the objectives that the Christian Democrats had in 
holding the elections--is farther away than ever. Guillermo Ungo related the 


following to us: 


"The elections held in El Salvador have been a complex phenomenon that was 
deitly manipulated and mythicized. I would only tell you--and it is not an 
easy thing to say--that in elections where there is no democracy, no matter 

how great or small the turnout may be, it is no indicator of democratic deve- 
lopment, and that elections held by rightists and for rightists logically 
result in victories for rightists and displace other forces, like what happened 
to the Christian Democrats, who were the losers. 


"We have been losing a little credibility because a while ago we were saying 

that we are coming to the critical point and that it has been prolonged. And 
that is because it has to be prolonged due to the military developments being 
experienced by American strategy anu the Salvadoran Army. At this time there 

are two changes in American military strategy, whose political solution is 

given by a military strategy: that of militarily liquidating the FMLN [Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front], or at least beating it down as much as possi- 
ble, and politically liquidating political opposition. Military opposition 
would be eliminated by means of a stepped-up and more thorough war, and political 
opposition would be eliminated by means of the sustained repression that has been 
developing with all the daily assassinations and with the kidnappings of union 
leaders that are subversive in the eyes of the Salvadoran Army. We have impri- 
soned leaders who were kidnapped because they were supposedly involved in some 
subversive activity, when they were working toward a dialog. 
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"The government was already talking about holding elections in early 1980. At 
that time the plan was to bring about peace through war. Once there was peace, 
there would be elections. That is not the way things turned out in the first 
half of 1981. So they changed it to the second half. And when the second half 
was about over they saw that they had not managed to make anyone peaceful, since 
it was being announced that in every military operation they were killing who 
knows how many guerrillas. If we were to take inventory of just what the news 
was saying about how many guerrillas were being killed according to official 
propaganda, the total would come to over 5,000! But the strategy was not suc- 
cessful in 1981. And when this happens, the political-military plan changes, 
and elections were held even though bullets were flying overhead. Bringing 
peace through war was put off until 1982. To this end, during the second half 
of 1981, over 1,000 soldiers and 400 officers were sent, which at that time 
represented 10 percent of the Salvadoran Army, to be trained in the United 
States. They returned to El Salvador early this year, and the plan was to bring 
about peace rapidly. They launched new battalions to liquidate guerrilla fronts 
and failed in May, June, July, and already in August-September they were 
starting to change the plan again. 


"We can appreciate this change in the confidential report of the U.S. Department 
of State signed by Enders under Haig. It came down to how to make the changes 
in appearance in human rights and in reforms so that Reagan would not lose the 
Congressional seal of approval. And I say somewhat humoristically that that is 
the current wartime strategy of the moderately prolonged popular counterinsur- 


gency. 


"These were the objectives of this strategy: militarily deteriorate the FMLN 
and politically isolate the FDR. Believing that prolonging the war would depo- 
sit all the blame for the propaganda and ideology in the hands of the oligarchy, 
the FMLN assumed that the people would repudiate us more and more. Under those 
circumstances, the proportions of the logistic routes can be understood from 
within and without. And these routes did not basically consist of arms, but of 
necessary medicines and food supplies for areas controlled by the guerrilla 


warfare. 


"What is happening in October and November? After the government had announced 
that the guerrilla fighting was practically liquidated, the October campaign 
started up. The guerrillas widened their spheres of control. The army was 
pushed back to Chalatenango. The anvil and hammer failed with Honduras, some 
towns were taken, and 4,000 soldiers were deployed. 


"Yere is the dilemma. The Salvadoran Army is beginning to see that this 
moderately prolonged war plan does not allow it to build up strength, but 
rather, it is being worn down faster and faster. It is not a wearing down 
that results in a military defeat within a short period of time. The army 

is strong. It has sustained an almost unlimited support, but it is beginning 
to be questioned by even the Congress. This is the time when our proposal 


for dialog comes in." 
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, few weeks ago the guerrilla front of El Salvador presented a proposal for 
dialog to President Alvaro Magana's government. The proposal was rejected at 
he leftist opposition said that it will not consider the government's 
response as valid because it felt that it had been pushed into it. Meanwhile, 
el Salvador chalked up its second year of civil war. The regionalization of 
the contlict was inevitable, and Honduran troops have already been found to be 
fighting against oppositional forces in Salvadoran territory. With an army 
that hus the continued military support of the United States but that has not 
been capable of liquidating the guerrilla fighting, what is the current situ- 
ation in El Salvador? What has happened after the proposal for dialog, Dr 


Unzgo? 


'"? told you that the Salvadoran Army is strong. But the limited support 
already given to El Salvador is beginning to be questioned. Will they continue 
helping us? That is what the people are wondering. We must not forget that 
this support has strengthened the ultraright of D'Aubisson. 

"What is happening at this time? Politically, and due to the strategies 
adopted by the ultraright, instead of isolating us, they are the ones that are 
beginning to be isolated. And we can now see how this national isolation trans- 
lates itself internationally in spite of the repression. There are already 
zovernments Like that of Venezuela, Colombia, to say nothing of Spain, who 
change their position and offer a proposal similar to the French-Mexican pro- 


t 


posal. 


"That is where our dialog proposal comes in, the one that is beginning to have 
ctory expressions. In the background we find support for some sort of 
understanding by the Church. The Christian Democrats say No to the negotiating 
of power quotas, but Yes to dialog (and we are not talking about power quotas, 
but about dialog). In the Assembly, the ultraright, commanded by D'Aubisson, 
has to withdraw its position in which it was negative as far as dialog was con- 
cerned, so as not to lose in the midst of a dispute that is known by all, since 
it has managed to be broadcast on the radio. We are beginning to propose other 
dialogs with sectors less close to the government, and the Church is beginning 


c 
to get a certain amount of space. 


PAnrran? 
8 With os a 


"Finally, the government issues a response through the president. We have 
stated that we do not give any validity to that response because it is tempo- 
rary, since it cannot be a definitive response, not even that of the American 
administration, who issued an unfavorable response 24 hours beforehand, thus 
drawing the line, before the Salvadoran Government responded. This response is 
the result of the exercising of domination, in addition to the fact that there 
are contradictory opinions existing in the different sectors and labor unions 
of El Salvador. Thus, our proposal is a proposal in the course of development. 
And they kidnap us, and then they have to acknowledge that those that have kid- 


napped us are the death squads. 


"Saivadoran radio (because the press is in the hands of the oligarchy) has 
asked President Magana to allow the proposal to be published in view of the 
fact that there is a state of siege (which in no way hinders the extreme right 
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from issuing opinions against the government every day). The president has 
stated that this is under discussion. The radio, inasmuch as it is able, has 
managed to bring out one thing after another, so that everyone is talking about 
the proposal even though they do not know what it is. 


"Just what is American strategy? The American administration sees that it can- 
not continue with a plan of a moderately prolonged war, because it does not 
yield any results for them, and on the other hand, it has served in the sense 
that it generates new possibilities for merging our sector with other sectors 
of Salvadoran society. 


"We have gotten to a point where we either opt for a quick solution, where 
Honduras cannot play the role of Israel and the Salvadoran Army has to take 
advantage of its own resources, or accept negotiation. That is the risk and 
that is the possibility. Either there will be a massive, direct military 
intervention in the near future with all the international problems that that 
represents, or they have got to start thinking about how to not come out the 
worse for wear from a process of negotiation. 


"Everything that serves to ease the situation of Nicaragua and Honduras favors 
us. We accept that there has to be an overall and regional perspective to 
looking for a solution. But we can neither accept the hypocritical American 
thesis, which is that of not looking for solutions, but rather that is saying 
that as long as they do not agree and they do remove their advisors from every- 
where and they do not meet these and those requirements [there can be no solu- 
tion]... This is false! Every country has its problems, and there is a rela- 
tionship of each part to the whole and of the whole to each part. To the extent 
that Honduras and Nicaragua sit down at the table they will ease the situation 
in El Salvador. And to the extent that we manage to sit down at the discussion 
table, that will ease the situation of Honduras and Nicaragua, since we are all 
involved. To generalize the situation in Central America, as the United States 
tries to do, is exactly the way not to arrive at any solution for the conflicts 


of these countries from within. 


"The FMLN cannot ask for the surrender of an army that is not defeated. Deve- 
lopments in El Salvador indicate that the guerrillas are gaining ground, but 
the army is not defeated! That is why we are not asking for any surrender, but 
all to the contrary. But the government can neither ask the guerrillas to 
surrender when they are not being defeated and the Salvadoran press itself is 
not able to cover up what is happening in the country. Because we already know 
that something is happening. What we do not know is exactly how." 
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COUNTRY SECTiON MEXICO 


REFORMED CODE NOW TO COVER ALL PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 29 Dec 82 pp 1-A, 20-A 
[Article by Gullermo C. Zetina]~ 


[Excerpt] The crime of "disloyalty" has disappeared from the legislative re- 
port approved yesterday by the Chamber of Deputies which reforms the Penal Code. 
New crimes are included on the list of acts prohibited for civil servants, and 
the following penalties are imposed: up to 14 years in prison, confiscation of 
anything obtained illegally, disqualificaticn to hold office, also for up to 

14 years, and fines of up to 500 times the minimum salary prevailing in the 
Federal District. 


Pursuant to the approved reforms, any public official is subject to punishment, 
regardless of his position, and the penalties will be the same for everyone. 
The practice of penalizing postmen only has ended. The same penalties and 
sanctions will be applicable to senators and deputies, secretaries of state, 
deputy secretaries, senior officials, directors, all members of the judicial 
branch and all those who handle funds of the federal government. 


In its report, the Justice Committee of the Chamber of Deputies stated it was 
considered “advisable to delete the crime of ‘disloyalty’ at the initiative of 
the president, as the many meanings of the word ‘loyalty’ could give rise to 
contusion and uncertainty." 


The committee members say that the moral renewal of society is a demand of the 
people but that no attempt is being made to invent a new morality but rather 

to give force to the collective morality embodied in the Constitution, to 
strengthen the social order and to fortify the modern state of law. The pro- 
posed reforms approved yesterday broaden the penal categories of abuse of 
authority, bribery and embezzlement and classify the following acts as criminal: 
improper use of powers and authority, intimidation, abusive performance of 
duties, influence peddling and illicit enrichment. The criminal acts having 

the stiffest penalties are illicit enrichment and embezzlement. In the case of 
illicit enrichment, the state will confiscate the funds illegally taken contrary 
to the provisions of the Federal Law of Responsibilities of Public Servants. 
When the amount of the illicit enrichment is not in excess of 5,000 times the 
minimum salary prevailing in the Federal District, a penalty of 3 months to 2 
years in prison, a fine of 30 to 300 times the minimum salary in the DF and 
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removal from office and disqualification from holding public office for a 
period of 3 [? months to 2 years]. When the amount taken is equal to 5,000 
times the minimum salary, the following penalty will be imposed: 2 to 14 
years in prison, a fine of 300 to 500 times the minimum salary and removal 
from office and disqualification from holding another public office for 2 to 


14 years. 


In the case of bribery, the penalties can range from 3 months to 14 years in 
prison and disqualification from holding public office for 2 to 14 years and 
fines of 30 to 500 times the minimum salary, depending on the amount demanded 
as a bribe. The same severity of penalties and sanctions are provided for 
those who commit the crime of embezzlement. 


During discussion and approval of the report during yesterday's session in the 
Chamber of Deputies, it was said that the reforms will strengthen the legal 
system which penalizes the misbehavior of public officials who have engaged in 
corruption, The report accepted and included the recommendation that public 
officials receive suitable treatment, based on the socioeconomic differences 
of top-level civil servants, to which end provision was made for the judge to 
take such differences into account in the determination of penalties, which 
will be increased for said officials. It was also expressly stated that the 
crime of coalition of public servants is not committed by workers when they 
exercise their constitutional rights or exercise the right to strike. 


The report also states that provisional release is in order only when repara- 
tion has been made or adequate bail has been posted to guarantee such repara- 


tion. 
PSUM: No Fundamental Action Taken 


The assembly dispensed with the second reading of the report and began a gener- 
alized debate. Those in opposition were: Daniel Angel Sanchez Perez, of the 
PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico], and Alberto Salgado Salgado, of the 
PST [Workers Socialist Party], with Heriberto Batres, of the PRI [Institutional 


Revolutionary Party] in favor of approval. 
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MEXICO 


OUNTRY SECTION 


FORMER AMBASSADOR DE OLLOQUI: NEED TO DIVERSIFY BUSINESS TIES 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 15 Jan 83 p 8 
(Article by Alberto Aguilar] 


[Excerpt] Jose Juan de Olloqui, director general of Banca Serfin, said yester- 
day that in the future Mexico should have greater recourse to Japan and the 
Arab countries and should initiate contacts with the socialist countries to ob- 
tain funds from abroad and to elaborate more productive financial plans to im- 
prove what exists today, namely "mere lines of credit for export." 


He added that diversification should be brought about in the markets and in the 


products which the country exports, otherwise it will become dependent; and this 
will restrict Mexico's economic policy in general. 


rhe former Mexican ambassador to Great Britain, who is also president of the 
Euro-Latin American Bank, an institution which includes 22 European and Latin 
American banks, and which will hold its board meeting in London next week, said 
that Mexico should not continue to depend on the United States as the sole or 
principal source of financing, because, to the extent that greater diversifica- 
rion is achieved, the greater will be the number of options open to the country 
to manage not only its finances but also its foreign policy. 


He said it is obvious that Mexico will continue to utilize the traditional 
sources for its financing; however, the possibility of achieving diversification 
"is not objectionable," in the event the finance authorities decide at some 
boipt in time to increase their solicitation of funds or to refinance their debt. 
He recalled that while in the early 1960s Mexico depended almost entirely on the 
United States for financing, near the end of that decade, and particularly in 
the 1980s, it resorted for the most part to European markets, with a view to 
attaining a balance of 50 to 60 percent with respect to the credits obtained 
from the U.S. and European banking sectors. 


However, he reiterated, in the future and in the event more funds are needed, 
Mexico should go to the above-mentioned countries to correct the existing situ- 
ation in which there are mere lines of credit for export. 





COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BISHOPS ACCUSED OF HAVING 'DECLARATIONITIS' 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 11 Jan 83 p 6 
("Political Register" Column, by Jesus Brito Nieto] 


[Excerpt] We do not know as this article is being written whether 
high-level Mexican clergymen have issued any more declarations, because 
they are coming out almost daily. The fact of the matter is that our 
domestic or national bishops have been "on the loose" in addressing 
issues relating to the nation's economy and politics, and on their 

lips are the words crisis, inflation, freedom of expression or Moral 
Law, moral damage and others. 


For the time being we will have to forget about the paragraph of Article 
130 of the constitution that reads: "Ministers of religions shall never 
be able, at a public or private assembly or during religious services 
or in religious propaganda, to criticize the country's basic laws, 

the authorities in particular or the government in general; they shall 
have neither an active nor passive vote, nor be entitled to organize 
for political purposes." None of this, of course, has anything to 

do with the constitutionally safeguarded freedom of religion, though 

we should reflect on other facets of this issue and cite some of the 
developments that antedate the current epidemic of "declarationitis" 
that Mexico's bishops are suffering from. 


The first thing that would occur to any Mexican in reading the declarations 
issued over the past 72 hours by 10 Mexican bishops in the gulf, Veracruz 
and western regions (mainly Michoacan), declarations denouncing the 
corruption that prevails in so many spheres of national life, as well 

as the lack of honesty and unity that has led to the current critical 
situation, the first thing that would occur to us is how hard it is 

for Mexico's prelates to overlook a longstanding teaching of the Church, 
which boils down to the pastor being the shepherd of his flock. We 

can thus understand that if Pope John Paul has undertaken a full-fledged 
international program to reactivate the Church and make its strength 
felt, then it is illogical for bishops and cardinals not to follow 


his example. 
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) surprise that the Mexican episcopate, Cardinal Corripio Ahumada 
ish ‘ beyond sending a pastoral year-end message and 
into the discussion of several bilis before Congress 

siden © Confederation of the Mexican Episcopate, Sergio 
referring to the Executive Branch's bill on moral damage and 


oyalty, said, for example, that if Mexico were to curtail! freedom 
sression and the power of the courts to try public officials for 
mitted in that capacity, the country would cease to be modern 

irift from the goal of involvement for all citizens in government. 

t did not stop with declarations. Corripio Ahumada also lectured 

\M j|National Autonomous University of Mexico]; there were newspaper 


Yael a Ve 


ds and other forms of participation in national affairs. These 
seem like innocent contacts with the mass media, but they are 


sult of applying the conclusions that Mexican clergy reached 

{iscussing the "Comprehensive Plan of Activities 1980-1982" (also 

‘Puebla in Action"), which Bishop Genaro Alamilla presented 

« Conference of the Mexican Episcopate that was held around that 

Lt pointed out, among other things, that democracy was merely 

rer Mexico: that there is monopoly and abuse of power, institution- 
1 viol and political control over the major worker and peasant 
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ind that government was marked by dishonesty «nd corruption. 


cela 


can see, none of this has anything to do with A:‘icle 130 of 


constitution, which the Mexican Church does not want to eliminate, 
render null and void. Do you think that it is accomplishing this? 


pope has been feverishly engaged in a sort of Polish-style 
ezuma's revenge." Born in a communist State in which the Church 

sedly is subject to restrictions, he is traveling all over the 

i arousing the consciences of his flock, rousing the chosen people 

lis lieutenants in the Church not to take up revolu- 
wartare, but to engage in activities that will maintain 

a traditional Church, with teachings that, as we 

-ady know, do not admit the theology of liberation, the decentralization 
Vatican's power or the liberation of peoples to achieve socialism. 
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ay itvla, who did not fail to speak with President Ronald 
an. an anticommunist cold-warrior, when the latter was in Rome 
months ago, sent a letter to Nicaragua's bishops in which he 


them to ficht the internal enemy and threatened the country's 
fics with cancellation of his visit to Nicaragua on his swing 


wh Central America if priests serving as culture minister (Ernesto 


ambassador to the OAS and head of Sandinist youth do not 





Wild Cat 


[fherefore 1t is no surprise that the Mexican bishops are turning out 

to be good students, launching a frontal assault, opening wide the 

doors of the university and attempting to take the floor in the Chamber 
11 Deputies. It is no surprise either that the secretary of the episcopate 
has voiced the Mexican Church's willingness to play an active role 

in the country's politics; that not only is confessional absolution 

being denied to those who use contraceptives, but also that Manuel 
Talamas, the bishop of Ciudad Juarez, has come out in favor of the 
evangelization of the Armed Forces; and that Corripio Ahunada's auxiliary 
bishop, Javier Lozano, has come out against a do-nothing Church and 

made public his theories on "Military Power and Evangelization in Latin 
America," which justify military coups. Mexican priests are not 
embarrassed either to announce that this year will be one of reunion 

with Mexicans. What sort of reunion? 


These instances of Church meddling in public affairs are nothing new. 

[hey have happened before, extending back to past regimes, the revolution, 
the reform, the struggle for independence, the colony and the conquest. 
For this reason, it 1s worthwhile recalling in this column, albeit 
sketchily, the facts about what Church involvement in politics has 


meant to Mexico. 


One of the earliest pieces of background information could turn out 
to be interesting, and we are thus transcribing a few lines from a 
letter that the conqueror Hernan Cortes wrote to Emperor Charles V 

in 1524: "...clergymen expelled from Spain came to New Spain and all 
endeavored to fill their pockets and return to Castile...Please send 
clergy who lead exemplary lives. So far very few or almost none have 


arrived." 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


MLCHOACAN BISHOPS FOCUS ON PROBLEM OF CORRUPTION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 7 Jan 83 p 15-A 


'Text] The bishops in the Don Vasco region of Michoacan asserted yesterday 
that Mexico is suffering from a crisis in confidence in its government 
leaders because of the country's huge foreign debt, the successive devalua- 
tions, inflation, the recession, speculation and unemployment, but especially 
because of corruption, which is the most serious problem facing us. 


They pointed out in their new year's message that with more than one 
‘ifth of industry idled and thus the specter of higher unemployment 
ind the danger of resulting social unrest, in addition to corruption, 
the crisis of confidence has worsened. 


They have therefore appealed to Mexicans to overcome this situation 
through hard work, solidarity, honesty and responsibility in their 
daily lives. 

They said that when money is worth less and less and when things become 
increasingly expensive, the temptation arises to seek material goods, 

h as your neighbor's dollar, which can provide greater security, 
artitically causing a further devaluation (in accordance with 

the Law of supply and demand) because of the lack of confidence in 

our currency, which deep down reflects a lack of confidence in our 
leaders and even in ourselves. 


Such is the crisis of confidence that people have come to seek not 
only the security of dollars but also the security of the country that 
defends the dollar. And our country, with its dollar debts, with the 
largest debt in its history, was left without the funds it needs to 
pay just the interest on its debt. 

Furthermore, they continued, since our country 1s to a degree dependent 
on the major economic institutions and lacks the foreign exchange to 
pay for the imports that industry needs, more than one-fifth of our 
idle, and thus the specter of greater unemployment has 


industry 


is 
appeared, with the danger of resulting social unrest 








"Tt to these ills we add the phenomenon of corruption, which is not 
alien to most Mexicans, then we will better understand the magnitude 
of the crisis," they noted. 


The archbishop of Morelia, Estanislao Alcaraz Figueroa, and the bishops 
of Apatzingan, Miguel Patino; of Zamora, Jose Esaul Robles; of Tacambaro, 
Luis Morales Reyes, and the auxiliary bishop of Morelia, Roman Acevedo 
Rojas, also stated in their message that "morals of convenience, the 
desire for financial success and the materialistic spirit of conspicuous 
consumption have in the past led us to every sort of dishonest practice 
in the pursuit of labor, commercial and public relations." 


Theft by means of weights and measures, the sale of contracts and the 
buying of justice became "normal" practices that did not seem to bother 
people's consciences, they stated. 


They also remarked that thousands of ejido farmers have made injustice 

a means of livelihood and financial success. The oil money flowed 
generously into the fields, but because government credits are administered 
negligently, many ejido farmers continue to ask for money for their 

parcels year after year and season after season even though they have 

not totally or partially paid back previous loans; others, in contrast, 
receive no aid and wallow in unjust poverty that borders on destitution. 


In calling for "consistent action" to overcome this situation, the 
bishops from the Don Vasco region stated that the first thing we must 
do is acknowledge our errors and then loyally rectify them. "This 
will lead us to lift our thoughts and hearts to God to ask Him for 
the strength that we need to change values and attitudes so that we 
can undertake the moral renovation that is the basis for any social 


improvement." 


Another basic Christian attitude is to detach our hearts from material 
goods, not necessarily to scorn them, so that we do not lapse into 
an idolatry of them out of greed and pride. 


They pointed out that the normal path of change is hard work, explaining 
that no social system and no regime can offer citizens what they need 
for their well-being if they do not cooperate in producing it. 


All of us must always cooperate with our Labor to produce the goods 
we need, but especially in times of economic depression. Today more 
than ever it is indispensable to overcome the temptation to seek out 
easy, twisted paths to achieve well-being without effort or to attain 
privileged status. The crisis demands solidarity, they cautioned. 


They said in conclusion that efforts should be made to develop a sound 
moral conscience, a critical evangelical approach to reality, a community 
spirit and a social commitment, because only in this way will free 

and responsible participation be possible, in brotherly, communicative 
fellowship for the construction of a new and truly humane society imbued 
with evangelical values as well as the responsible and honest performance 


of each individual's job. 
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MEXICO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


BIOGRAPHLC SKETCH OF MENDEZ ARCEO'S SUCCESSOR 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 10 Jan 83 pp 10-11 


(Article by Carlos Fazio: "The New Bishop of Cuernavaca, a Man Who 
Supports the Poor, Without Committing Himself" 


'Text] The appointment of Monsignor Juan Jesus Posadas Ocampo as the 
‘ighth bishop ot Cuernavaca, replacing the outgoing Sergio Mendez Arceo, 
indicates that the transition will be a smooth one, if background information 


1s any judge. 


The architect of the compromise appointment was apostolic delegate 
Jeronimo Prigione, who sent the list of three names to the Vatican 


with his own recommendations. It was a political and diplomatic decision. 


Various priests and personal friends of the bishop-designate of Cuernavaca, 
Juan Jesus Posadas, described him as a simple, open and prudent man, 

a man of dialogue. The thinking therefore is that the transition in 

the diocese that is often called the most advanced in the country, 


will not be difficult. 


Monsignor Posadas has actually been a neutral, unknown figure among 
Mexico's bishops. A native of Salvatierra, Guanajuato, the 56-year 
‘id Posadas entered the priesthood on 23 September 1950, taught Latin, 


philosophy and theology and was assistant rector at the Morelia Seminary 
and was appointed bishop in residence in Tijuana on 2] March 1970. 
His career has simply been one of a good worker, without having stood 

at among his peers. From 1976 to 1979 he served as chairman of the 
Episcopal Commission for Migrations and Tourism; from 1979 to 1982 
he was chairman of the Episcopal Commission for the Doctrine of the 


Faith, a post to which he was reelected for the 1982-1985 period at 
the recent assembly of the Episcopal Conference (16-19 November 1982). 


His time in the Episcopal Commission for Migrations and Tourism, as 

well as his residence in the diocese of Tijuana, of which he will continue 
to be apostolic administrator until the Holy See appoints a successor, 
placed him in contact with Hispanic bishops in the United States, with 
whom he has been working, and made a "broad-minded" man of him. Because 

is former diocese was so far off, he was unable to perform effectively 
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as head of the Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith, which is head- 
quartered in Mexico City and whose executive secretary is Luciano Rivas 
Piccorelli, a conservative Jesuit. In this regard, several advanced 
para-Church institutions have expressed their fears in the commission 
about the inquisitorial tone that conservative bishops (such as Monsignor 
Javier Lozano Barragan, Cardinal Corripio's auxiliary) are endeavoring 

to lend it, thus distancing it from its real role as a promoter of 
up-to-date theological thought as well as a defender of orthodoxy. 


Monsignor Posadas has shone as an orator at mass because of his rhetorical 
and pompous style. Yet he does not take clear-cut stands. He emerges 
from his homilies and pronouncements as a man who lives in a world 

of abstractions and generalities, but without being repressive or intrans- 
igent. He is a bishop who has made things work but who has placed 
hinmself outside conflict and tensions. He therefore belongs to the 
postcouncil, generic faction that does not commit itself, that favors 

an intra-Church renovation and an intellectual openness to social matters 
but that does not make a specific commitment, which is the most common 
stand in the contemporary European Church. 


His first public statements as bishop-designate of Cuernavaca suggest 
that he favors an open-door approach and backs the Puebla document. 

From his categorical declaration that "I am not going to destroy or 

put an end to anything" we can even infer that he has some desire to pre- 
serve the features that Mendez Arceo instilled in the diocese over 

his 30-year pastorship. 


A look through Monsignor Posada's homilies, pastoral letters and 
recomendations reveals him as a man who is concerned about the problems 
of this world, even if he does not come to grips with concrete realities 
in Mexico. In his homily of 7 April 1982, during the eucharistic cele- 
bration of the Benediction of Oils, he cited the slain archbishop of 

San Salvador, Oscar Arnulfo Romero, as an example of love of mankind, 
saying that "he gave his life as a prophet of his people, supporting 

the poor in their attempts to assert their dignity and to achieve their 
legitimate aspirations and hopes." He also cited Father Maximilian 
Kolbe, a Polish priest, who offered himself in exchange for the father 
of a family who was to go before the firing squad in a Nazi concentration 


camp. 


On 13 May 1982, in a message on the occasion of charity day, Bishop 
Posadas recalled, citing the Puebla document, that "an increasingly 
tumultuous cry...is rising up all over. A muffled cry is welling up 

in millions of people calling for the liberation that never reaches 
them. This is the cry of a people who suffer, who demand justice, 
freedom and respect for the fundamental rights of man and peoples. 

The Church's great challenge is to make common cause with mankind so 
that mankind can rise from subhuman conditions to a level more befitting 
our dignity as children of God." 
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Concerning the relationship between labor and man, he said the followiny 
in his 12th Pastoral Letter, dated 20 April 1982: "The Church proclaims 
that labor cannot be regarded as a piece of merchandise, as the economists 
influenced by liberal and capitalist ideologies have regarded it. For 
those workers who are the victims of social injustice because of the 
exploitation of capitalists or who because of society's neglect are 

living in poverty and cannot provide a decent life for their families 

due to the current economic crisis (...) the Church has a very special 
word of encouragement and support. The Church has chosen to fully 

commit itself to all of them, especially these victims of unjust structures 
(...})" The Church knows that "their cry is clear, growing, vehement 

and at times threatening." Puebla says: "Committed to the poor, we 
condemn as antievangelical the extreme poverty plaguing so very many 


sectors on our continent." 


In the same pastoral letter he addressed the problem of emigration 
across the northern border, describing it as "an evil, though often 

a necessary evil" that "is like a painful open sore on our homeland's 
heart."" He also advocated just remuneration for one's labor. He remarked: 
"We must speak out against the abuses of those who demand that women 
perform work ill-suited to them (...) the unjust exploitation of chiid 
labor (...) we must protest vigorously against those who by taking 
advantage of privileged positions in social or political jobs, amass 
wealth improperly or employ the resources with which they have been 
entrusted for their personal gain or on boondoggles that are an insult 
to the poverty of the masses." As a pastoral suggestion he then stated 
that: 'We would urge businessmen and employers and all those who have 
sufficient resources to pay heed to the duties of justice, to promote 
job opportunities for the common good and not to be guided solely by 


the profit motive." 


Last August, as the economic crisis worsened in the country, he exhorted 
the faithful with this message: "Apprised of the gravity of the moment 

and aware that we are traveling errant paths that could lead to violence 
and bring regrettable consequences, each of us should reflect...on 

the way to correct his life and to rectify his errors, but in a Christian, 
not egoist manner...Solutions to our problems are very complex, and 

none of us is going to resolve them alone. Nor can we hope that solutions 
come from outside, or through the intervention of heaven without our 
cooperation, or through a simple change of the leaders or the structures 
that guide the country in its socioeconomic life." He offered the 
orthodox solution: "The conversion of the heart to struggle against 

lies and to bear witness to the truth, to struggle against injustice 

and corruption and to bear witness to honesty and rectitude of conscience "' 
Monsignor Posadas and the current apostolic administrator of the diocese 

of Cuernavaca, the outgoing Sergio Mendez Arceo, must still agree on 

a date for the investiture within a reasonable period of time, under 

present canonical regulations. Mendez Arceo will have to tell him 

about the diocese's problems and the hopes that the Christian people 

of Morelos have placed in their new bishop. Then the transition will begin, 
and only then will we know whether the dialogue and the open-door approach 
will continue and whether Monsignor Juan Jesus Posadas Ocampo will succeed in 
transcending his current abstract centrism and make a commitment to the 


Christian poor of Cuernavaca. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


ORTEGA, RAMIREZ ON 'FACE THE PEOPLE' PROGRAM 
PAOS2034 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0040 GMT 5 Feb 383 


'''Face the People" program held at the Pedro Arauz Superior Technical Insti- 
tute of Managua with Daniel Ortega Saavedra, coordinator of the Junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction of Nicaragua, and Sergio Ramirez Mer- 
cado, government Junta member--live ] 


[Excerpts] [Daniel Ortega] The Somozist dictatorship did not have a policy 
that would benefit the population. Therefore, the Somozist dictatorship did 
not care if Managua was filled with unemployed persons. Entire families came 
from various departments, from the countryside to Managua, hoping to solve 

their unemployment situation, their jobless situation. They found that they 
would not resolve this problem, however, and that it was impossible to find a 


job. 


We 
ing that the situation is not good. We inherited and must face this situa- 


tion. It is not ideal. The ideal thing would be for 300,000 instead of 700,000 
persons to live in Managua, while the other 300,000 would live in the country- 
side making the land produce basic grains, etc [figures as heard]. In reality, 
that is where production can be achieved. The factories and industries in 
Managua are few and cannot guarantee jobs for all the workers in Managua. The 
construction area is also limited. It cannot provide jobs permanently. How- 
ever, the countryside is always there ready to be worked. With the support of 
the revolution given to the agriculture-livestock sector, the land can be 

made to produce in both the dry and the rainy season. That is the truth. 
Therefore, you must help out by not stimulating your relatives to come here, 
thinking that their problems can be resolved here. No, you have to see how 
they stay over there and make their demands in the countryside for housing, 
electricity, water, because that is where the revolution has to take those 
programs on a priority basis. The countryside, the rural zones have priority 
over the cities. They have priority. Undoubtedly, you have a lot of problems 
to raise. It is necessary that you do so, because we feel this is a healthy 
policy of the revolution. The people must pose their problems and demand 
solutions to their problems or demand answers as to why a given problem can- 


not be resolved. 


We feel it is very important that you understand and transmit this understand- 
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[Question] My name is (Nielcar Cache), and I am from the Georgino Andrade 
neighborhood. I have a question forthe companeros. What is the attitude of 
the revolutionary government in the international forums toward the threats 
and provocations of U.S. imperialism and what should be our people's attitude 


regarding this situation? Thank you. 


[Sergio Ramirez] In these days the U.S. Government is carrying out joint mili- 
tary maneuvers with the Honduran Government. These are practically an exer- 
cise of aggression against our people. We have not created the concept that 
this is a trial run of aggression against us, but is something that is being 
voiced repeatedly these days throughout the world. There are different social 
aud political forces, including Congressmen in the United States, who are 
describing these maneuvers as a veritable aggression against Nicaragua. A 
maneuver that involves the participation of thousands of Honduran soldiers, 
airlifted in U.S. Hercules aircraft, transported in U.S. warships, and with 
the participation of 1,500 paratroopers of the U.S. Army, cannot be innocent. 
It cannot be innocent because this vast military deployment is being carried 
out on the very edge of our border. It is possible to hear the detonations, 
the bomb explosions of this enormous, unjustified military operation that is 
costing the U.S. Army $5 million, from Bismona, from the Coco River. 


At the same time that this military maneuver, this military operation, is being 
held alongside our border, very close to that area and protected by that maneu- 
ver the counterrevolutionary forces have staged significant attacks on our 
border posts; in Bismona on the Coco River, for example, where a force of 

over 200 men attacked the border post, our border guards heroically repelled 
the counterrevolutionary attack for more than 10 hours, achieving a heroic 

and great military victory by defeating this force and forcing it to disperse. 


Behind this maneuver lies the imperialist will, the desire of the United 
States to attack our country, to train for larger acts of aggression and to 
compromise the Honduran Army, the pro-Yankee sectors in the Honduran Army, 

in this attack on Nicaragua. Thus, we cannot say that when this maneuver is 
over the threats to Nicaragua will have ended. What we must remember clearly 
is that these are trial runs, we repeat, for larger acts of aggression. As 
long as the Reagan government is determined to attack Nicaragua they will con- 
tinue to seek ways to carry out this aggression through every possible means. 
And this so-called "big pine" maneuver is simply a part of this aggression. 
So, we should be ready for more acts of this kind, more attacks by the counter- 
revolutionaries along our border for the rest of the year. And this is why 

we must be ready to exercise our legitimate right to defend Nicaragua. [ap- 


plause } 


[Question] Good evening, companeros. My name is Maria Azucena Juares Moran 
and I am from the Via Progreso neighborhood. My question is addressed to 
Daniel Ortega Saavedra, commander of the revolution. How is it possible that 
at this moment of serious threat, or so much sorrow, when our brother peas- 
ants, borderguards, militiamen and our children are being killed, a group of 
people calling itself the Democratic Coordinating Board seeks, with a traitor- 
ous and sell-out attitude, to discredit our revolution. We want to tell them 
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that they are criminal accomplices. How long will we permit these elements 
to continue to abuse our generosity? They are as criminal as the counter- 


revolutionaries who are in Honduras. Thank you. 


Daniel Ortega] The companera is right when she expresses her indignation 
at the attitude taken by some political parties that are members of the so- 
alled Democratic Coordinating Board. The people, all of us, are indignant 


his, but in truth, the very fact that these people in the Democratic 
ordinating Board, are organized here in Nicaragua and can go abroad to try 
to discredit and hurt the revolution demonstrates just how strong the revolu- 
tion really is. It also helps to create a sense of awareness, to shed light 
on those sectors of the Nicaraguan population or public opinion sectors in 
other countries who sometimes doubt the strength of the revolution and some- 
times doubt the liberties thac are guaranteed by this revolution. In this 
sense we truly have no concern about the harm that they can do the revoiution. 
We know that their activities do not really hurt the revolution. On the con- 


trary, they benefit the revolution. 


Here in Nicaragua they are organized into various parties. They go around 
shouting and saying what they please. When foreign visitors come here--friends 
of Nicaragua who come here to give their solidarity to the people and to see 
how they can help us in our economic problems, our problems of military aggres- 
sion, the political aggression against the Nicaraguan people--they also meet 
with these people. Then they start to say that there is no freedom here, that 
there is no political pluralism here, that there is nothing of the sort here. 
But the mere fact that they are speaking to the foreign visitors demonstrates 
that there is political pluralism here, because the revolution guarantees 
political pluralism. So, they themselves become the best speakers in favor 

of the revolution, whether they like it or not. 


When they leave Nicaragua and go on a tour--and they just went on a tour of 
several countries--to speak poorly about the revolution; to play up to the 
imperialist aggression; to say that there are no liberties here, that they are 
repressed, that there is no political pluralism, that there is nothing of the 
sort here--when they go abroad and say all of this and are seen as members of 
the Democratic Coordinating Board, some belonging to a given party and another 
one to belonging to COSEP, etc, and then it is seen that they leave and return 
to Nicaragua without anything happening to them--because no one is putting 
them in prison here--they become the best propagandists for our revolution. 
Observers will say: Those people are crazy; they say that they are being 
persecuted, and yet they say what they want here and return to Nicaragua and 
nothing happens to them. So, rather than do us a wrorg, they become the 


best propagandists for our cause. 


After the triumpn of the revolution, these individuals have tried to sow con- 
fusion and te pose as defenders of the people. But in fact they are demon- 
strating by their actions that they are not defenders of the people, that 
they are enemies of the people. They are demonstrating this. And they are 
taking advantage of the liberties achieved by the people to launch campaigns 
of hatred against them, to stand alongside the aggressor force, to stand 
alongside the Somozist guardsmen who are attacking and killing our people, 











to stand alongside the policy of the current U.S. Government, which is attack- 
ing Nicaragua. In other words, they stand alongside all who are enemies of 
our revolution. Because this revolution belongs to the poor, the workers 

and the peasants they want to overthrow it, so that the lords of the past 

can come to take charge. They seek to put an end to the distribution of land 
to our poor, to the progressive settlements, and the first thing that they 
would do--let us imagine those exploiters in power here--the first thing that 
they would do is say "Hey, that land belongs to me," and come with their 
Somozist guards to evict the people from the settlements, removing them with 
blows from rifle butts. They would seek ways to retrieve the farms that were 
recovered for the people. They would try to evict the peasants from the land 
given them by agrarian reform. In addition, the first thing they would do is 
cast the housing law, which is now being publicized and debated, to the winds. 
Then they would be happy with this situation. The landlords would be happy 
with this situation. So would the old estate-owners and the newspaper LA 
PRENSA, which would say "This is democracy; how marvelous democracy is; this 
is true liberty." The exploiters, the guardsmen, the assassins of the people 
would then be happy. Logically, of course, this will not happen. This is 
something that has been buried once and for all. So we tell those in the 
coordinatingboard to bark, because this revolution is strong enough to ignore 
their barking. Let them bark, because our revolution is irreversible and 


cannot be defeated; it is irrevocable. [applause] 


Companeros, tonight we have heard many concerns and problems, raised in this 
assembly by representatives of the Georgino Andrade, Libya, Austria, and 
Villa Progreso neighborhoods. We must remind the revolutionary government 
officials to be very patient, tactful and careful in their relationship with 
the workers, with the people who go to them with their problems. They must be 
careful and refrain from losing their patience. They must not clash with the 
companeros. Of course, those who go to them to make demands or to level 
claims must do so respectfully. Naturally, there will be times in various 
government organizations when a delegation or companero goes to raise a given 
problem and is not given a fraternal answer, but receives a haughty response 
from a worker there. And we must fight this and criticize those who do this. 
We must not respond with arrogance, but respond critically. 


Also, we know that there are people working in government organizations in 
the revolutionary government who are enemies of the revolution and who try to 
damage it and to create a poor image of its government. We know this. And 
there is an internal struggle to purge the revolutionary government of poor 
officials, counterrevolutionary officials and inefficient officials. Then 

we have the case of a companero who is burdened with work and who reacts 
violently when someones goes to present their problem. This is not right, 

of course, but there is the other side of the coin, as I say. Someone went 
to raise a problem, Companera Yolanda Rivas posed her problem of a swindle, 
to take an example, and tomorrow the person who sold her the land can come 
out with a story that seems just and logical, and the chances are that he 

is the relative of some martyr or hero and then we have to investigate to see 
what the truth is and issue a just decision. Countless problems are taken 

to the Housing Ministry, which makes it difficult to resolve any of them 
quickly. Of course, we must give priority in government organizations to those 
problems that are presented in an organized way by the neighborhoods. 
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We understand the anxiety of the relatives, mothers and companeros, of the 
children of the companeros who are mobilized in the reserve battalions. Many 
»y do not even know where their loved ones are. 


Lilaeu ~~ vei 
entire nation, by the aggressive attitude of the United States, which supports 
the Somozist guardsmen and is intent on harming our revolution. And this is 


a 
> everyday suffering, logically, of the mothers, relatives, etc. But the 


That i hy I tell you that this is the sacrifice imposed on the people, the 


CNeE 
people's conscience is greater. The conscience of the mothers and relatives 
is greater and in the long run this is what gives them the strength to en- 
dure and overcome all of this suffering, trusting that the companeros are 
defending the revolution's interests and a just cause and that they will be 


important elements in defeating imperialism's aggression. 


The problem of supplies has also been raised here. The problem of supplies, 
as Companero Marenco explained, is a problem that your responsibility and 
discipline will help us to overcome, for we cannot let ourselves be provoked 
by rumors spread by the enemy, because rumor plays an important role in the 
counterrevolution, as it is destabilizing. Therefore, they say that there is 
no rice and there is no oil. But if we let ourselves be provoked, then every- 
one runs to buy oil, to buy rice and this permits whoever is selling the rice 
or oil to increase its price; thus, we would be paving the way for specula- 
tion and, consequently, bring about a scarcity of the given product. So, if 
vou hear a rumor that there is no oil, ignore it. At least ask in an organ- 
ized way what is happening and how we are going to cope with the problem. 
Whether it is with a card for example, or if not, if it is up to the companeros 
in the Domestic Trade Ministry, coordinating with the companeros of the 
Sandinist Defense Committees, to say how we will deal with it. An organized, 


conscientious response. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


LOAN AGREEMENT WITH ARGENTINA--Julio Gonzales del Solar, president of the 

Central Bank of Argentina, and Carlos A. Montalvan, president of the Central) 

Bank of Nicaragua, signed a $15 million loan. agreement in Buenos Aires. Nica- 
ragua will use the loan to buy equipment and machinery from Argentina. [PA300250 
Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 29 Jan 83] 


AGREEMENT WITH FINLAND--Nicaragua and Finland signed a 3-year cooperation agree- 
ment for 35 million Finnish marks, $8.7 million, for health, education, energy, 
agriculture and forest development projects. [PA300250 Managua Radio Sandino 
Network in Spanish 1237 GMT 25 Jan 83] 


SPANISH INFORMATION AGREEMENT--Madrid--The Spanish and Nicaraguan governments 
have agreed to develop cooperation in the field of information, according to 
the details of an agreement disclosed in Madrid. The 5-year program calls for 
cooperation in the exchange of material means and personnel training. The 
agreement, which the two countries will help finance, was signed by Spanish 
Foreign Minister Fernando Moran and Nicaraguan Ambassador to Spain Orlando 
Castillo Estrada. [PA300250 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 


GMT 29 Jan 83] 


DEPUTY TRADE MINISTERS--Domestic Trade Minister Dionisio Marenco announced 
the appointment of four new deputy domestic trade ministers who will be di- 
rectly in charge of new areas of work, as part of the institution's reorgan- 
ization. The new ministers are Luis Miranda, economics; Pablo Pichardo, 
wholesale market; Bernardino Turcios, retail market; and Julio Lopez, popular 
supply. [PA010352 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 26 Jan 83 p 5] 


DELEGATION TO UN COMMISSION--Dr Leonte Herdocia will lead the Nicaraguan dele- 
gation to the UN Human Rights Commission sessions that open on 31 January in 
Geneva. Nicaragua was elected a member of the commission in 1982. [PAQ10352 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 23 Jan 83 p 10] 


CANADIAN CREDIT--Ottawa--An External Relations Ministry spokesman has announced 
that Canada has decided to grant Nicaragua $12 million in credit in the next 

5 years. The spokesman also indicated that Nicaragua received $4.5 million 
worth of wheat shipments last year. [PA010352 Managua Barricada in Spanish 


22 Jan 82 p 10] 





PROMOTION FOR COMMANDERS--Guerrilla commanders Francisco Rivera and Hilario 
Sanchez were promoted to brigade commanders today. Defense Minister Humberto 


Ortega pinned on their insignia. [PA032019 Managua Domestic Service in Span- 
ish 0300 GMT 2 Feb 82] 


ARDE PUBLICATION--The Democratic Revolutionary Alliance, ARDE, has announced 
that the fourth edition of its publication UN PUEBLO EN LUCHA is already in 
circulation. [PA311459 Clandestine Voice of Free Nicaragua in Spanish 0000 
GMT 30 Jan 83] 


YUGOSLAV DONATION--An $800,000 donation arrived yesterday from the Yugoslav 
Federal Executive Council. It includes hospital equipment, three ambulances 
and farm machinery. [PA060233 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 
GMT 5 Feb 83] 
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NTRY SECTION 


VEW TRENDS IN FOREIGN POLICY ADVOCATED 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 11 Jan 83 p 6 
mmentary bv Demetrio Boersner: "Foreign Policy: Year's Tasks" ] 


Text] Predictablv, during 1983, Venezuela's foreign policy will be subjected 
to contradictory pressures and needs. For one thing there will be reasons for 
‘ountry to trv to improve relations with the U.S. Government and return to 
a more westernized position, but for another, there will be no lack of induce- 
ment for the continuation of the policy of disagreement with Washington that 
has been followed since April or May 1982 and that has been called the "post- 
Malvinas policy." 

[There is not only the temptation but also a certain level of genuine need for 
making some concessions, no matter how small, to U.S. political and economic 
sectors, with the objective of obtaining, in the immediate future, a more favor- 
able climate for refinancing the foreign debt. In relation to this it is an 
illusion to believe that political matters can be separated from economic mat- 
ters. No doubt we are being made to pay, through international bankers who 

are acting tougher than usual, for the annoyance of President Reagan's govern- 
me of the cr ticism (though just) leveled at it by our president in 


+ > > vs. 
ment at SOMe 


connection with the Malvinas nightmare. 


On the other hand, precisely that awareness of vulnerability and dependency in 
the face of North American power should have the effect of convincing our gov- 
ernment of the essential need to persist in efforts to diversify international 
ties with the objective of gaining a greater degree of autonomy. 


Even though the worldwide economic recession, which looks as if it will deepen 
during 1983, encourages the protectionist and autarchist inclina- 
the industrialized countries, it can also strengthen in them (especi- 


even more 
tions of 
ally in those with a few basic resources of their own, such as Western Europe, 
Japan and Australia) a stronger wish to secure for themselves new opportunities 
in the area of the "developing countries" (or underdeveloped, as they should 
really be called agai.:). The experience of the last 30 years has demonstrated 
that in their attitude towards the Third World, the Europeans, Japanese and 
Australians have the tendency to be more flexible than the North Americans. 

-1l1 as Colombia, Mexico and other democratic and relatively 


Venezuela, as we 





sutonomous countries in the Latin American region, should intensify during 1983 
their efforts to maintain better equilibrium in their foreign relations with 


furope and the two industrialized centers in the Pacific: Japan and Australia. 


‘oncom e 


Another fundamental task, beleaguered by difficulties and contradictions, is 


that persevering in the integration of the Andean subregion, in spite of 
all the understandable pressures from our industrialists for a more pronounced 


protectionism, In the face of these problems it is essential that the govern- 
ment policy makers understand clearly, notwithstanding all the practical con- 


such development is impossible without regional or subregional integration with 
brother countries in similar circumstances of relative underdev<lopment and 
lependency. Protectionism is one aspect of liberating nationa.'sm when it is 


directed against hegemonic and imperialistic countries, but it turns into a 
weapon of precisely those dominant countries when applied to brother countries 
with whom historically we should unite to achieve greater autonomy and a basis 


for development founded on South-South cooperation, 


Finally, on the basis of what has already been said and without discrediting 
the need to consider some immediate partial accomodations with the United 
states, it remains this year's objective to raise our status within the Non- 
aligned Movement from that of observer to that of full member. It is a sound 
objective, historically just and potentially the producer of many results that 
we will analyze at another opportunity. Apart from this, it is an objective 
shared by Colombia, whose actions always int rest and concern us. 


[f the government of President Luis Herrera ould accomplish these objectives 
during 1983, clarify and thereby improve relations with the United States, in- 
Crease Cooperation and exchange with Europe, Japan and Australia, preserve and 
protect the Andean Pact and become a full member of the Nonaligned Nations 
Group, he will be forgiven some of his confusion and his reactionary rage dur- 
ing the "pre-Malvinas" period. 
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OUNTRY SECTION VENE? UELA 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSTTION GROUPS SUPPORT CALDERA=-The political group New Generation will dis- 
4 Ss LES SUD 


pport for the candidacy of Rafael Caldera in mid February. During 
i952 this group believed that the proper position to take was to remain unde- 
ided so as to give the candidates the opportunity to explain their ideas, pro- 
jects and programs, with the intent of giving support to the candidate who 
ight offer the best option to the country. At the beginning of this month 
‘neration, under the leadership of Vladimir Gessen and Jose Marsicobetre, 
istaered the development of the 1982 candidacies and decided to support 
id tor reasons they will disclose during the proclamation act, for which 
no date has been set at the present time. One other important item on the 
° ‘i agenda of the Social Christian Party is the increasing number of URD 
atic Republican Union) leaders who are organizing themselves to offer 
public support to Rafael Caldera, thus opposing the position taken by the 
leader of this political group. Out of a long and well documented list, the 
ilv names that stood out were those of Ramon Tenorio Sifontes (head of the 
CRD parliamentary division), Julio Fuente Serrano (president of the Mining Com- 
misston of the chamber of deputies), Carmelo Rios (former governor of Sucre 
ind now president of Corporiente), and Anacleto Villarroel (URD's general sec- 
retary in Nueva Esparte). [Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish ll Jan 82 p 2] 


YL / 
INANCE MINISTER VISITS FEDECAMARAS=-The minister of finance, Arturo Sosa 
visited Fedecamaras Last Monday as a special quest of the First National Coun- 
183 Sosa'’s conversation with the entrepreneurs centered around five 
xoints: the minister of finance informed them of the effort he is making to 


S , \ 
t and those of next year’s 
th of the national currency 


. ere > gha » a 2 
reduce tne running expenses or rne present DUadLe 


iowed confidence in the stability and streng 

and promised that there would be no control of the exchange rate and no devalu- 

tion. Nothing out of the ordinary will take place. He gave a long expianation 
on tue renewal of the budget and his attempt to make a deal wich the political 
parties so that this could play a more important recite in the national develop- 
ment. sosa explained the measures being taken to refinance, through the com- 

‘ial banks, the agricultural debt, which fiuctuates between 1.0 and 1.2 

\iliion bolivars, and to obtain refinancing of the foreign debt owed by Vene- 
zuela's private enierprise, which has been one of the factors of greatest 
liquiditv in the country. Text] {Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 12 
lar 63 p 35) IYO / 








MAGANA DECORATES BUSINESSMAN--"It has been customary during the last few years 
to criticize the entrepreneur, characterizing him as simply a pursuer of prof- 
its," stated Francisco De Sola on the occasion of his being honored with the 
National Order "Jose Matias Delgado" and accorded the rank of Grand Officer on 
22 December in recognition of his contribution to the country's development. 
The decoration was awarded him by the president of t.e republic, Dr Alvaro 
Magana, in the presence of the country's various ministers, among them Dr Fidel 
Chavez Mena, minister of foreign affairs. [Excerpt] [San Salvador LA PRENSA 
GRAFICA in Spanish 8 Jan 83 p 2] 9907 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO FIGHT CORRUPTION--Corruption is a dreadful disease capa- 
ble of sinking the most prosperous nation into proverty, said the Salvadoran 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry on announcing that this year it will promote 

a campaign against this flaw in ethical values, without pursuing any motive 
other than the defense of society's interests, advocating an honest public ad- 
ministration. The communique made public yesterday afternoon states the follow- 
ing: "The Salvadoran Chamber of Commerce and Industry, during a special general 
meeting of its members that took place on 15 December, reached an agreement of 
great importance: to plan and carry out a campaign against corruption during 
1983. This objective, supported by the unanimous and enthusiastic votes of the 
members of the Chamber, was made public by the director of the institution, Dr 
Jose Antonio Rodriguez Porth, as part of the general effort needed from all 

true Salvadorans to avoid the moral ruin and the disintegration that threaten 
our country. Considered briefly, the harmful effects of corruption sufice to 
make one comprehend the concern of the Salvadoran Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
trv, especially when the germs of that disease invade the structures of public 
administration, affecting the country's services as they relate to private eco- 
nomic activities." [Excerpt] [San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 6 Jan 83 p 2] 
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